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Twelfth amendment of the Senate: Mr. LETCHER. Irise to a question of or- The question was takep, and the amendment 
Strike out in lines 14, 15, and 16, the following: der. ¥ nis is entirely a different building from the was acreed to. 


‘For compensation of the clerks of the 
ard. $5,900; 

And insert the following: 

‘ For compensation of the clerks and messenger of the 
Board, $6,400.°? 


The Committee on Ways 
concurrence in this 


Light House 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
Means recommend a 
amendment. 
The question was taken, and the Senate amend- 
ment was agreed to. 


rteenth and fourteenth amendments of the 


ar d 





‘ Strike out the words in italics, and insert the words in 
brackets, in the following clause, relating to the contingent 
expenses of the Treasury Department: 

« For labor, blank books, stationery, sealing ships’ regis- 
ters, transiating foreign languages, transmtssion of Medi- 
terrane: * passports and sea-letters, carrying the Depart 

nt mail, advertising, and extra clerk hire for preparing 
ind cé ilee ting information to be laid before Congress—said 
clerks to be employed only during the session of Congress, 
or when indispensably necessary to enable the Department 
to answer some eall made by either House of Congress at 
one session to be answered at another; and no such extra 
clerk shall receive more than $3 3355 per day for the time 


Light. House | 


one mentioned in the Senate amendment. 

Mr. MEADE. It relates to the contingent ex- 
penses of the Department of the Interior, and is 
in order under the &lst rule. 

Mr. LETCHER. My point of order is, that 
the Senate amendment relates to one building and 
the amendment of my colleazue relates to another 
and an entirely different one 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair 
point of order, and rules 


sustains the 
the amendment out of 


| order. 


Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I appeal from 
the decision of the Chair, and will state the ground 
of the apneal. Under the 81st rule of this House, 
it is proper to submit and add any amendment 
which may be nec essary to carry on the contin- 
gencies of the Government. . 

Mr. HALL. The amendment is not cermane 
to the Senate amendment. 

TheCHAIRMAN. The Chairrules the amend- 
ment out of order, inasmuch as it does hot refer 


| to thesame subject as that embraced in the Senate 


actually and necessarily employed—eight thousand [five] 
nine ae and fifty dollars. ”? 
HOUSTON. There is no such service to || 


. ocala as the transmission of Mediterra- 
nean passports and sea-letters The committee 
recouliietia a non-concurrence in these amend- 


ments. 


The question was sever: ally taken on the amend- | 


ments, and they were disagreed to. 


F aaunile amendment of the Senate: 


‘In page 14, line 2, strike out the word * one,’ 
the word ‘ two,’ so as to make the clause read: 

‘For labor and other miscellaneous items, and for ad- 
or filing the accounts of the First and Fifth 


and insert 


ditional cases fi 


Auditors, and the Commissioner of the General Land OF | 


fice, $2,000.” 

Mr. I 
sary, although the Committee on Ways 
Means have not acted upon that particular amend- 
ment. 


The question was taken, and the amendment | 


was agreed to. 


Sixteenth amendment of the Senate: 

“On page 17, after line 2h, in reference to the collection 
of revenue from the sale ofthe public lands, insert: 

*< And provided further, Thatin lieu of issuing patents 
to the several States for lands granted in aid of internal im- 
provements, and in all cases where the issuing of patents 
is not required by law, the certificates issued, 
sued by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, with 
the approve! of the Secretary of the Interior, in pursuance 
of the several acts making such grants, shall in all respects 
have the same effect as though patents were issued for such 
lands.’? 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was non-concurred in. 


Seventeenth amendment of the Senate: 

*©On page 18, strike outthe words included in brackets in 
the following clause: 

** Contingent expenses of east wing Patent Office Build- 
ing—[ provided that neither the office of the Secretary of the 
Interior nor any bureau thereof other than the Patent Office 


{OUSTON. That amendment is neces- | 
and | 


or to be is- | 


shall be located in the Patent Office Building until directed | 


by law]—viz: For labor, fuel, 
penses, $2,200.*° 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that 
amendment. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I hope the 
committee will not concur, but adhere to the de- 
cision of the House, which refused to agree to that 
ainendment a few days ago. 


Mr. MEADE. I move to amend the Senate 


lightss.and incidental ex- 


amendment by substituting the following in its | 


place: 


And that the President of the United States be author- 
ized to select three discreet persons to appraise the building 
on the corner of F and Seventeenth streets,owned by Wil- 
liam H. Winder, now oceupied as publie offices in this 
city, and that he be authorized to purchase the same at the 
appraised value, upon a valid title being made tothe United 
States for the same, if, in his opinion, the public service 
would be promoted by so doing; and provided the same 
does not cost more than $ 


propriated for that purpose. 
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$200,000, which sum is hereby ap- | 


amendment. 

The question being, ‘‘ Shall the decision of the 
Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 
it was put, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. FITCH. DoT understand that the Com- 

mittee on Ways and Means recommend a concur- 
rence in the Senate amendment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee does recom- 
mend a concurrence. I will state that I concur 
with the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer} 
fully, and if I anticipated the danger which he does, 
I would vote with him to retain the clause. But 
there is no such danger to be apprehended. 

Mr. CARTTER. I hope the Committee of the 
Whole will disagree to the Senate amendment, 
and retain the clause in the bill. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I ask for 
tellers on the Senate amendment. I think the ac- 
tion of the House is right, and | am for adhering 
to it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. As the House is thin, I 
would rather that the committee should non-concur 
in the Senate amendment, than that the committee 
should be broken up for want of a quorum. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then I withdraw the demand 
for tellers. 

The question was then taken on the Senate 
amendment, and it was non-concurred in; and the 
clause remains in the bill. 

Eighteenth amendment of the Senate: 

** On page 23, line 14, strike out the word ‘ seven’ and in- 
sert the word ‘twelve,’ soas to make the clause read: 

‘* For blank books, binding, stationery, and labor, $1,250.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Nineteenth amendment of the Senate: 


“On page 28, line 3, in relation to the Northwest Execu- 
tive Building, insert the words ‘six hundred ;’ so as to 
make the clause read: 

** For miscellaneous items, 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Twentieth amendment of the Senate: 

* On page 28, line 20, strike out the words in brackets, and 
insert the words in italics, in the following clause, relating 
to the Philadelphia Mint: 

‘For salaries of the director, treasurer, chief coiner, 
melter, and refiner, engraver, assayer, assistant assayer, 
and [three] siz clerks, [twenty-one thousand dollars] twen- 
ty-two thousand two hundred dollars.*? 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways and 


$1,600.” 


| Means recommend a concurrence. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


| was agreed to. 


Twenty-first amendment of the Senate: 


* On page 28, line 22, strike out the words ‘ twenty four,’ 
and insert ‘seventy-two,’ in relation to the Philadelphia 
Mint; so as to make the clause read: 


“ For wages of workmen, $72,000.’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Waysand | 


Means recommenda concurrence. 


+ the criminal court and the orphans’ 


I wenty-second amendment of the Senate: 


* Strike outthe words ‘one thousand five hundred dol- 
lars,’ in the following clause, relating to the United States 
Mint at Philadelpbia: ‘ For incidental and contingent ex 
penses, including fuel, materials, stationery, water rent, 
repairs, and wastage, in addition to other available funds, 
one thousand five hundred dollars;’ and insert in lieu 
thereof the following 

* Forty one thousand five hundred dollars; and it shall 


be the duty of the Superintendent ofthe Mint to cause to be 
paid annually into the Treasury of the United States the 
profits of the Mint, and to present a quarterly account of 
the expenditures of the Mint to the Secretary of the Treas 

ury.”? 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Wavs and 
Means recommend a concurrence in the amend- 
ment. It is an important provision, and is neces- 
sary. It brings the profit the Mint into the 

other moneys. 


Treasury the same as 
and the amendment 


s of 


The question was 
was acreed to. 


taken, 
Twenty-third amendment of the Senate: 
* Strike out the following clause: 


territorial libraries of Oregon, Mi 
and Utah, Veach; 


* For additions to the 
New Mexico, 


to be expended under the 


nnesota, 


&5 said sums 


direction of the Governors of said Territories ;’ and insert 
in lieu thereof the following, viz 
‘To enable the President to cause a site to be purchased, 


and a suitable building to be erected, for a penitentiary, in 
each of the Territories of Utah and New Mexico, $20,000: 
Provided, That the entire cost of the and the comple 
tion of said buildings shall not exceed the sum hereby ap 
propriated.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in that por- 
tion of the amendments striking out the appro- 
priation for the territori: ul libraries, and disagree 
to the paragraph pro] osed to be inserted. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. That is 
right. If you take away the libraries you will 
need the penitentiaries. (Laughter.] 

Mr. SIBLEY. The appropriaton of $500 to 
each of the territorial libraries was inserted by 
the unanimous consent of the House, and I should 
like to know why it is the Committee of Ways 
and Means recommend that it be stricken out? I 
trust that it will be retained. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennes The Com- 
mittee of Wi avs and Me: ans propose to concur in 
the Senate amendment to strike out, and to disa- 
gree to their proposition to insert, which in not 
in order. You must take their amendment as a 


site 


see. 


whole, or reject it. 
Mr. HOUSTON. There is nothing more cer- 
tain than that the rules of the House and a 


parliamentary laws, will justify the gr 85 of ¢ 
proposition which may reasonab ly 
‘The Senate amendment is very easily 

Mr. SIBLEY. 1 call theg 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN. 
be stated. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on con- 
curring in the amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. HAVEN. Can wedivide the proposition 
so as to take a vote on what the Senate pro- 


be divided. 
divisible. 
entieman to order. 
Let the precise question 


| pose to strike out, and then a vote on what they 


yropose to insert: 
The CHAIRMAN. Thatis the question raised 
by the gentleman from Tennessee. 
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. If we refuse 
to concur in the recommendation of the Committee 
on Waysand Means, do we notleave the provis- 
ion in regard to the territorial libraries in the bill? 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair is of the opinion 
that under the circumstances the recommendation 
of the Committee on Ways and Means is not in 
order. The committee may recommend an amend- 
ment, but this is not in the nature of an amend- 
ment at all. The question, therefore, is on con- 
curring in the amendment of the Senate. 
The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was disagreed to. 
Twenty-fourth and twenty-fifth amendments of 
the Senate: 


“From the following paragraph, strike out the words in 


brackets and insert in their stead those in its ali 
. Per auastan Gs the chief [ justice sdge ot the 
Columbia, the assistant 


District of 
judges, a: id the judges of 
court, @11, 700.” 


associate |} 
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Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. Whatis the 
necessity of the change? We have called him the 
chief justi¢ e, and when has he ceased to be such ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman ts not in or- 
der in debaung this proposition, without offering 
an amendment to it. | desire to get along with the 
bill. 

Mr. STEVENS. T have only asked the reason 
for the committee’s recommendation. 

The question was taken and the amendment was 
concurred in. 

Twenty-sixth amendment of the Senate: 

«Invert the following after line 21, in page 23, viz: 

“That the Secretary of the Interior be, and he is hereby, 
directed to examine the claim presented by the county of 
Lee, in the State of Lowa, tor the expenses of the United 
States district court, which were paid by said county prior 
to the admission of said State intothe Union; and if, upon 
such examination, be is satisfied that prior to said time the 
said county has paid money which, in accordance with the 
instructions of the First Comptrolier of the Treasury, dated 
December 19, 1843, should have been paid by the marshal 
of the United States for said Territory, he is directed to 
Provided, That the amount thus 
not exceed the sum ot 


fit and allow the same 

mved shal $14,400, wiich is 
hereby appropriated for that purpose out of any mouey in 
the Treasury.’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. This debt is due to that 
county in lowa, and the recommendation of the 
Ways and Means is, that the 
amendment of the Senate be concurred in. 

‘The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Committee on 


‘T wenty-seventh amendment of the Senate: 

** From the foll wing paragraph strike out 6 $33,000,’ and 
insert §840,000:? 

‘ For clerks in the offices of the surveyors general, in 
cluding the offices in Oregon and California, to be appor- 
tioned to them according to the exigencies of the public 
service, aud to be employed in transcribing field notes of 
surveys for the purpose of preserving them at the seat of 
Government, 833,000, 7? 


Mr. HOUSTON. Thirty-three thousand dol- 
lars is the usual appropriation, and California 
being included, it ought to be increased. 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

‘Twenty-eighth amendment of the Senate: 

‘Stnke out the wordsin brackets, and in lieu thereof in- 
seri those in itaties, in the following clause, viz: 

‘For oi} and other supplies, cleaning materials of all 
kinds, transportation of supplies, Keeping lamps and ma- 
chinery in geod repair, and the towers and buildings in a 
proper state of preservation, superintendence, and inspec 
tion of thirteen hghts, replacing, cleaning, painting, and 
preserving all the buoysin the waters of California and 
Oregon, and all incidental expenses connected with the 
aids to navigation on these coasts, [twenty-five thousand 
and cighty five dollars 5) twenty-nine thousand and thirty- 
five dollars.”? 

Mr. HOUSTON. California being included, 
mkes that additional appropriation necessary, 
and the committee, therefore, recommend a con- 
currence, 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in, 

Twenty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 


“Strike outthe words in brackets, and insert those in 
italics: 


** For salaries of thirteen keepers and eleven assistante, 
atan average notexceeding [six hundred dollars per annum, 
tonrteen thousand four hundred dollars,] eight hundred dol- 
lurs per annum, nineleen thousand two hundred dollars.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee proposed 
4600 a year as salary for keepers, and the Senate 
by their amendment have made it $800. The 
committee recommend a non-concurrence. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Thirtieth amendment of the Senate: 

* Tasert the following alter line 16, on page 39: 

** For repairing or rebuilding the light-house at Bear Isl- 
and, which has been destroyed, $4,000. 

* Por completing the light-house at Half Moon Shoal, 


Red Fish Bar, and at Clopper Bar, on the coast of Texas, 
83,000” 


Mr. HOUSTON. That amendment was not 
before the committee. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in: 


Thirty-first amendment of the Senate: 


* Tnsertin page 41, after line 14, the following: 

* For the compensation of an additional appraiser gen- 
eral, to be appointed by the President, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Senate, and to be employed on the 
Pacific coast, $5,000.”’ 

Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 


The question was taken and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 


Thirty-second amendment of the Senate: 

In page 42, after line 2, insert the following: 

‘* For publishing the observations made in the progress 
of the survey of the coast of the United States, per act ot 
March 3, 1843, 820.000,” 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in the 
amendment. 


The question was taken and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 

Thirty-fourth amendment of the Senate: 

After the following paragraph, viz: 

*“For continuing the survey of the northerm and north- 
western lakes, including Lake Superior, 850,000.’ 

Insert the following: 

** Provided, That a survey of so much of the ecommunica- 
tion between Lake Huren and the Sault Ste. Marie as may 
be necessary to ascertain What part thereof requires to be 
deepened, shall be made without delay, and plans and esti- 


mates of the nature and expense of the work shall be laid 
betore Congress at its next session. 


‘Por printing and distributing charts of lake surveys, 


$1,500 


Mr. HAVEN. The latter portion of the Sen- 
ate amendment is in accordance with the recom- 
mendations of the Department, and ought to be 
adopted. 

The question was taken and the amendment 
was concurred in. 

Thirty-fourth amendment of the Senate: 

“In page 42, after line 13, insert: 

** For purchase of a site and the erection of a custom- 
house at Galveston, Texas, #50,009: Provided, That the 
plan of the building shall be such that the whole cost, both 
of building and site, shall in no event exceed the appropri 
ation hereby made.’’ 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in, 


Thirty-fifth amendment of the Senate: 

** Insert after the following paragraph, viz: 

* For continuing the construction of the eustom-house 
at New Orleans, Louisiana, $324,000; 

The following: 

‘Subject to the limitations and restrictions imposed on the 
appropnation made tor the same object at the second session 
of the last Congress, as respects the plan after which the 
building is to be erected: Provided, The superintendence 
of the building be confined to an officer detailed from the 
Corps of Engineers, and the works conducted under the 
supervision of said officer, and the direction of the archi- 
tect Who originated the plan: nd provided, Said superin- 
tendent, with the said architect and such commissioner as 
may be appoiuted by the President to act as disbursing 
agent froma bureau having the management of and control 
over all contracts to be entered into for the exeeution of said 
plan and the completion ot the building: and provided fur- 
ther, Said superintendent, architect, and commissioner, 
shall not be allowed a compensation higher than eight dol- 
lars per day each for their services.” 

Mr. STANLY. That is all wrong, and I hope 
it will be voted down. 

The question was taken upon the amendment, 
and it was not agreed to. 


Thirty-sixth amendment of the Senate: 

** In page 42, line 13. Insert the following: 
seaaae completing the custom-house at Bath, Maine, 

Mr. WASHBURN. I would ask if the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means have not concurred 
in that and the next amendment? 

Mr. HOUSTON. They did not. 
mittee disagreed to those amendments. 

Mr. BROOKS. I thought that we concurred 
in regard to them. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 
agree, 

Mr. WASHBURN. I understood one mem- 
ber of the Committee on Ways and Means to say 
that they had agreed to concur in these amend- 
ments. 

Mr. HIBBARD. 
wrong. I voted to disagree, and I hope the com- 
mittee will. 

Mr. WASHBURN. I havea letter from the 
Treasury Department saying that it is absolutely 
necessary. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 


Thirty-seventh amendment of the Senate: 
** Insert the following: 


* For the purchase of a site, and the erection of a cus- 
tom house at Belfast, Maine, $20,000: Provided, That the 
plan of the building shall be such that the whole cost, both 


of the building and site, shall in no event exceed the appro- 
priation hereby made.”’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
a disagreement in the amendments providing for 
the erection of new custom-houses; but they rec- 
ommend a concurrence in several of the amends 


The com- 


The committee voted to dis- 


\| ments which provide for those alread y commenced. 


I do not know but I am | 
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The question was taken, and the amendment 
was not agreed to. 


Thirty-eighth amendment of the Senate: 

** Insert the following: 

*<'To complete the foundation of the custom-house in 
Bangor, aud to connect the same with the shore, $15,000." 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
a concurrence in that amendment. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Thirty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 

‘Insert the following: 

** For the purchase of land additional to the present eys 
tom house Jot at Providence, Rhode fsland, $16,000; ana 
for the erection of a new custom house at said port, which 
shall be so constructed and arranged as to furnish a suitable 
room for the United States circuit and district courts, with 


| the necessary offices for district judge, clerk, marshal, &e 


$34,000: Provided, That the entire cost of such additional 
site and building shall in no event exceed the sum hereby 


| appropriated. ’? 


Mr. PHELPS. That amendment was not be- 
fore the committee. 

Mr. STANLY. I hope we will agree to that 
amendment. Rhode Island has no public build- 
ings at all. This appropriation is for a building 
for the use of the custom-house and the circuit and 
district courts of the United States. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Fortieth amendment of the Senate: 

* Insert the following: 

** For the erection, under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, at the port of New Haven, Connecticut, a 
fire-proof custom-house, with suitable rooms therein for 
the accommodation of the United States courts, ard also 
with rooms in which shall be kept the post office of said 
city; the expense of the said building and site therefor not to 
exceed the sum hereby appropriated, $75,000: Provided, 
That the Legislature of the State of Connecticut shall ex- 


| empt the site and building from taxation.”’ 


Mr. INGERSOLL. There has been a petition 


| for two years for this custom-house at New Ha- 


ven. Itis recommended by the Secretary of the 


| Treasury, and the Committee on Commerce had 
| prepared a bill for that purpose. We have collected 
'and paid into the Treasury of the United States, 


| of the business at that point. 


last year $124,700. The business is constantly 
increasing. We have at present a custom-house 
which would not sell, under the hammer, for 
$5,000. It is entirely insufficient for the purposes 
I hope that the 


| committee will agree to the amendment. 


| 


Mr. HALL. I move an amendment to reduce 
the amount $1,000. 1 spent some time in New 
Haven, from 1836 to 1839, and I used to see that 
custom-house. I thought it was one of the best 
buildings they had in the city, and I think it is 
abundantly sufficient for the purpose. It is a good 
stone building; and Edo not think that time would 
injure it much. I would rather have the next Ad- 
ministration pass upon it. 

Mr. INGERSOLL. Atthe time the gentleman 
refers to we paid into the Treasury of the United 
States only $23,000 a year; we now pay $124,000. 
The building will not sell for $5,000. 

Mr. SWEETSER. | desire to ask a single ques- 
tion. Is there a provision in the amendment that 
they shall not tax the property belonging to the 
United States? 

Mr. HALL. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. GAYLORD. I move that the part in re- 
gard to taxation be stricken out. 

The question was taken on Mr. Gaviorp’s 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. 

The question was taken upon concurring in the 
Senate amendment, and it was decided in the neg- 
ative. 

So the amendment was not agreed to. 

Forty-first amendment of the Senate: 

*<Tnsert as follows: 

‘< For the construction of a custom house at Wilming- 
ton, Delaware, in addition to the sum appropriated by the 
act of 3ist August, 1e52, $3,500.77 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a coneurrence in that 
amendment. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Forty-second amendment of the Senate: 

“Tnsert as follows: 

‘For the construction of the custom-house, to include 
other public offices, at Richmond, Virginia, $75,000: Pro- 


| vided, That this sum, in addition to the $150,000 heretofore 


prescribed as the whole amount directed to be expended 
for this purpose, shall constitute the entire cost of the pur- 
chase of the site and the completion of the building.”’ 


Mr. PHELPS. The committee recommend a 
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neurrence in this amendment with the following 
dment: {[t is to strike out ** $150,000,” and 
-- «© $100,000.’ Only $100,000 have been 
ropriated to this custom-house. 
‘The question was taken upon the amendment 
to the amendment, and it was agreed to. 
' The question was then taken, and the amend- 
of the Senate as amended was disagreed to. 


Forty-third amendment of the Senate: 

co sont the following: 

« Por the construction of acustom-house at Norfolk, Vir- 
» 2.000: which, in addition to the sum heretofore 
ceribed as the whole amount to be expended for that 

purpose, shall constitute the entire cost of the purchase of 

site and completion of the building.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
a concurrence in that amendment, for the reason 
that itis the smallest appropriation for any cus- 
tom-house which is a port of entry. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Forty-fourth amendment of the Senate: 

‘“Tnsert the following : 

«“ To equalize the salary of the collector of Chicago, and 
to make it equal to that of Detroit, $1,250; and the salary 

f the collector of Chicago be, and the same hereby is, es- 
tablished at that sum annually.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee instructed 
me to offer an amendment this morning, but from 
the press of business, | have not been able to 
draw itup. The amendment is to strike out the 
first part of this amendment, which reads, “to 
equalize the salary of the collector of Chicago, 
and to make it equal to that of Detroit, $1,250.”’ 
The committee propose to strike out, and to give 
the salary of $1,250 to the collector after the first 
of July next. 

Mr. MOLONY. I move to increase the amount 
one dollar. I will detain the House a moment 
only. Iwish to state that the commerce of Chi- 
cago is greater now than that of Detroit. The 
proposition of the chairman of the Committee on 
Ways and Means is, to reduce the salary of the 
collector at Chicago below that which the collector 
receives at Detroit. The collector at Detroit re- 
ceives a compensation of $1,600. Theoneat Buf- 


t 


falo receives a little larger sum than that—§2,000. | 


I hope the committee will agree to the amendment 
of the Senate, and make the pay of the collector 
at Chicago at least equal to that at Detroit, which 


is $1,600, as shown by a letter of the Secretary of | 


the Treasury written to myself. 

Mr. PHELPS. The amendment as proposed 
by the Senate, is as follows: ‘*To equalize the 
salary of the collector at Chicago, and make it 
equal to that of Detroit’’—at what sum? The 
sum of $1,250. The Committee on Ways and 
Means proposed to place it at that sum, believing 
that was sufficient. The salary of the collector at 
the port at Chicago is but $850, and therefore the 
committee on Ways and Means recommend the 


following amendment, to come in at the end of | 


the Senate amendment: 


The salary of the collector at Chicago shall be, from and 
after July 1, 1853, $1,250. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. Was it the in- 
tention of the committee to make the salary at 
Chicago equal to that at Detroit? 

Mr. PHELPS. The committee had nothing 
todo with the salary of the collector at Detroit. 
In conversation with a gentleman who formerly 
represented the Chicago district on this floor, the 
committee were informed that it was the wish to 
have the salary of the collector there fixed at 
$1,250, and we thought it best to express that in 
plain language. 

Mr. LETCHER. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. PHELPS. I have already opposed it. 

_ Mr. LETCHER. No, sir; the gentleman spoke 
in favor of the amendment of the committee, and 
never got within a league of the amendment of 
the gentleman from Illinois. 

Mr. MOLONY. I withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. Then I move to reduce the 
salary from $1,250 to $800. 

It seems to me most extraordinary that upon 
every appropriation bill of the session there has 
been a studied and fixed effort, either here or in 
the Senate, to increase the salaries of public offi- 
cers. Notwithstanding this remarkable fact, during 
the whole of this Whig Administration, for the 


applicants here for their places after the 4th of 
March next. Now, I ask that the Democratic 
party in this House shall look at this matter. | 
had supposed from our preaching that we were in 
favor of economy and retrenchment. But, sir, it 
seems from the votes in this House, that there is 
a large portion of the Democratic party, as there is 
a large portion of the Whig party, who are in favor 
of large salaries, and nothing else. It occurs to 
me that we shall have to organizeanew. We shall 
have to take a slice of the Whig party and a slice 
of the Democratic party, and form an economical! 
party, if we are to have one at all. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 1 am opposed to 
the amendment of my colleague, because it allows 
a salary to a collector at Chicago, and | beg to be 
informed how it is thata fixed salary is given to any 
collector anywhere? Asl understand the law, they 
are paid by fees, and there is a provision in one of 
our laws that when those fees exceed $6,000, the 
balance shall go into the public Treasury. The 
salary of a collector is made up of fees; but $6,000 
is fixed as the maximum salary. Now, | want 
to know why it is, when that is the law, that in 
this case, a salary is to be given to the collector? 
I want information upon that point. It occurs to 
me that this is an old acquaintance of mine, but it 
is so long since I have seen it that I had almost 
forgotten it. I should like to hear something more 
about it. 

Mr. LETCHER. 
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair begs leave to 
state that he has, without reflection, admitted 
amendments that were not in order. The amend- 
ment offered by the Committee on Ways and 
Means is still pending, and no further amendment 
is, therefore, now in order. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I believe 
no one has spoken to the amendment of the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and I desire to say 
a few words in opposition to it. I think the sal- 
ary proposed ($1,250) is too small, when $1,600 is 
what the gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Motony} 

| desires to fix it at. 

Mr. MOLONY. 
Detroit gets. 

Mr. STEVENS. Now if the Whig Adminis- 
tration were to continue in power, I should think 
the salary large enough, as it has been large enough 
while Whigs have been in office. But it is the 
policy of the Administration that is about to come 
in, to increase all the salaries. 1 believe that the 
salaries of the heads of Departments have been 
increased $2,000 each by the Senate, and that the 
ministers abroad are to be allowed $6,000 for 
houses, and so forth. Now, sir, that is right. 
Democrats cannot live upon such smail salaries as 
Whigs can. They have not the same powers of 
economy. I amin favor of carrying out the wishes 
of the people. The people must have known, 
when they voted in this Administration, that they 
would be extravagant; that they would not be as 
economical as the Whigs had been. The people 
have spoken. Let their will be obeyed. Let the 
Democratic party put up all their salaries to the 
highest point, and let the country know it, and 
then, perhaps, hereafter, the country will pass 
another verdict. I am, therefore, opposed to the 
amendment of the committee. 

Mr. HALL. Will the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania permit me to occupy the balance of his 
five minutes ? 

Mr. STEVENS. Oh, no! I believe I have 
spoken out my time. [A laugh.] 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment proposed by the Committee on Ways and 
Means, and it was agreed to. 


I withdraw my amend- 


That is what the collector at 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The question recurred on agreeing to the Senate | 


amendment as amended. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to increase the amount 
of salary to $1,300, and I do it for the purpose of 
saying that the salaries of the collectors along the 
lakes have, in some instances, been fixed by spe- 
cial acts. I now hold in my hand the act estab- 
lishing the Chicago collection district, in which 
the salary of the collector is fixed. These collect- 
ors are engaged more in the prevention of smug- 
gling than in the receipt of revenue. They are 
detective officers to protect the revenues of the 
Government, and prevent the inhabitants of the 

| neighboring Provinces from smuggling in goods 


last four years, there havebeen plenty of gentlemen without paying the duties upon them. They are 
found to fill the offices, and there is a multitude of |) really in the preventive service. I think the salary 
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proposed by the Committee on Ways and Means 
is rivht. 

Mr. BAYLY. I am opposed to the amend- 
ment of my friend from Missouri. He speaks of 
the collectors being there upon the preventive ser- 
vice. Sir, the collectors have very litte to do with 
that preventive service. It is the inspectors, tide- 
waiters, and officers of that character—whose sala- 
ries are fixed by law—who are most concerned in 
it. The duties of the collector are more in the 
office, more within doors. 

| know that there has been fora long time a 
disposition in Congress to give fixed salaries to 
collectors, but in my opinion, they ought not to 
have them. They are paid by fees, and there is 
a minimum salary of $200, and a maximum salary 
of $6,000. Take, for instance, the case of Peters- 
burg; the offices of tide- waiter and inspector there, 
so far as emolument is concerned, are of more im- 
portance than the office of collector by three hun- 
dred per cent. Those ofiicers who are engaged in 
the preventive service—as my friend from Mis- 
sourl designates it—have fixed, stated salaries, 
but the collectors are paid by fees, so that their 
compensation is in the precise ratio of the duties 
that they perform. If they perform no duties, 
they get no pay. If they perform duties, they get 
pay in proportion to their services until their com- 
pensation runs up to $6,000. When it does that, 
the law says that the balance shall into the 
public Treasury. In my opinion, it is wrong to 
give them fixed salaries. 

Mr. PHELPS. I now withdraw 
ment. 

The amendment of the Senate as amended was 
then agreed to. 


go 


my amend- 


Forty-fifth amendment of the Senate: 

** Page 42, after line 23, insert: 

** For completing and furnishing the marine hospital at 
Napoleon, Arkansas, 24,000, and that the further time of 
one year be allowed for the expenditure of the money here 
tofore appropriated to the marine hospital at Vicksburg, 
Mississippi.’’ 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was agreed to. 


Forty-sixth amendment of the Senate: 

* Tnsert: 

‘* For the completion of the marine hospital at Fvans- 
ville, Indiana, $20,000, and for marine hospital at Natchez 
$4,000.” 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
of the Senate was disagreed to. 


Forty-seventh amendment of the Senate : 

‘* Page 42, after line 23, insert: 

* For continuing the construction of the marine hospital 
at St. Louis, Missouri, #20,000.”? 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana. What do the 
Committee on Ways and Means recommend with 
respect to that amendment? 

Mr. PHELPS. The amendment was not be- 
fore us. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was disagreed to 


Forty-eighth amendment of the Senate: 


‘* Page 43, line 4, after the word ‘ dollars,’ insert aa fol- 
lows: 

** Provided, That there shall be allowed and paid to the 
ministers to Great Britain, France, Russia, and Spain, the 
sum of $6,000 each, tor house and office rent, salary to a 
private secretary, and oiher expenses incident to their re- 
spective missions; and to the minister resident in Turkey 
24,000 for like expenses. The foregoing to be in addition 
to outfit and salary.”’ 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a disagreement to that 
amendment. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was disagreed to. 

Forty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 

** Page 43, after the word ‘ d’affaires,’ insert ‘ or miniaters 
resident,’ so asto make the clause read: 

‘6 For salaries and outfits of chargés d'affaires or minis 
| ters-resident to Portugal, Austria, Denmark, Sweden, Hol- 
| land, Belgium, Naples, Sardinia, the Papal States, New 
| Granada, Venezuela, Buenos Ayres, Bolivia, Guatemala, 

Ecuador, Switzerland, and Nicaragua, $153,000." 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on Ways and 
Means recommend a disagreement to that amend- 
ment also. 

The question was then taken and the amend- 
ment of the Senate was disagreed to. 


Fiftieth amendment of the Senate: 
‘* Page 43, line 27, after the word ‘ capacity,’ insert: 
‘* For compensation of Edward Kent, for one quarter's 
salary as chargé d‘affaires at the legation at Rio Janeiro, 
| during the absence of the minister, and under the instruc 
| tions of the Department of State, $1,125.” 








he Committee on VV rysand 


t 


Mr. PHELPS. T 


yet amendime velore them, 
iauion with refer- 


ence to tt 


Mr. WA SHBURN. I move to amend that 
amendment by ihere ig the appropriauion one 
do! i . 

1 offer this ar endment for the purpose of say- 


ing a word in relation to the Sen amendment, 


This 3 wv precisely the same kind of service as 
was f ied by Theodore S. Fay, and precisely 
the same kind of service as we have before paid 
for. itis recommended by the Department, and 


lL hope 


econcufgri 


the committee will have no difficulty in 


ing in the Senate amendment. 


‘The question now being upon the adoption of 


| 


the amendmen t 


) imendment— 
Mr. WASHBURN, by 
withdrew it. 


unanimous consent, 


‘The question was then taken, and the Senate 
amendment was non-concurred in by the commit- 
tee. 

Mifty-first amendment of the Senate: 

“In page 4.3, after line 27, insert: 

“To renmmburse David ‘Tod, late minister of the United 
States at Brazil, w sum of money advanced by him to Wal 


liam . Anderson, who was sent by the minister from Rio 
de Janeiro to the United States in the spring of 1851 asa 
witness against two persolus engaged in Uie slave trade, 


ee de 7 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on Ways and 
Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
ment. 

me 

I'he q 
Was concul 


iestion was taken, and the amendment 


) 
red in. 





Fifty-se nd amendment of the Senate: 

“In page 4 iter line , insert: 

“Por payment or Buckingham late secretary o 
legation im Mexico, the difference b: en his salary as 





secretary of legati d’ailaires trom the 


on and that of chargé 
h Oetober following 


9th July, IXS!, tothe Bt which 
period he discharged the duties of chargé d’affaires in Mex 
ico, mn th-ence of the minister ot the United States, 
who had retour nn nieave, S17 5 the 
received, to be in tull for all charges during the 


aioresata 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment. 


~aduritg 


the 
same, if 
period 


The question was put, and the Chair decided 
the amendment to be non-concurred in. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. 
that amendment. 

[Cries of ‘*'Poo late !’’ 

Mr. CABELL. It is not too late. I addressed 
the Chair before the result of the vote was an- 
nounced. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair thinks the 
amendment comes rather late, but he will enter- 
tain it, 

Mr. CABELL. 
yriation ten dollars. 

Mr. Chairman, at the last session of Con- 
gress, after the return of Mr. Smith from Mexico, 
these papers were presented to me too late to be 
referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. At 
the present session of Congress these papers were 
presented to the Committee on Foreign Affairs in 
the Senate, who reported this claim, which was 
vassed by the Senate. There can be no doubt of 
its justice. ‘The Committee on Ways and Means 
refuse to recommend a concurrence, because they 
had no time to consider it. 

Mr. HOUSTON. This case was not before the 
Committee on Ways and Means until after the 
bill came from the Senate, and like a great many 
others, it was impossible for us to examine it 
fullv. 

Mr. CABELL. I will state that when this 
case came before the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs, a difficulty occurred in relation to the pre- 
cedents upon which its allowance would be based. 


| desire to amend 


I move to increase that appro- 


I took considerable pains to investigate the mat- 


ter, and I find that the case is one precisely simi- 
lar to those which have heretofore been allowed. 
Phe papers were all before the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, with a letter from the Secretary of 
State in relation to the case: and it was closely 
and fully established before that committee, that 
there are numerous precedents of cases precisely 


similar in all their circumstances to this of Mr. | 


Buckingham Smith. _The application was made 
during the last session of Congress, and has 
again been renewed at the present session. It 
seems to me, then, that when the case isso clear] 

established, and when we have so many well- 


established precedents, that this House should 


allow this remuneration. 

i will state further that this letter from the Sec- 
retary of State says, that the files of the Depart- 
ment abundantly show that Mr. Buckingham 


Smith, while he acted as chargé d’aflaires, held offi- 
ind carried on a voluminous cor- 

that Republic tn relation to mat- 
ters of great importance. I think, therefore, 
under the circumst this appropriation pro- 
vided for in this a 


be granted, : 


1 
Cial intercourse 


respondence wWiti 


Ces 





nendment of the Senate should 
nd i hope the House will concur in 
the amend is 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 


| + ‘ 
amenamie Or til 


lam opposed to the 


gentieman from Florida, for the 


reason tl it ints precisely ten dollars too 
much,and for nootherreason. lLundertaketosay 
thal this Case stands upon prec! ely the same foot- 


ing of I do noi 
my recouec 
The case of 


\A 
at WiexXico, 


know how many more cases W ithin 
Ll could mention a great many. 
Mr. Rush, who preceded Mr. Smith 
case of Green at the 
the case of ‘Theodore S. Fay, 


Benjamin 


Same court, and 


} 


which we allowed the other day, are all precisely 
similar to thi ‘here are cases more numerous 
than I could tion Which stand upon precisely 
the same footing, and I hope the committee will 


concur In the ».¢ 


vate amendment, and let us gq 
On. 

Mr. STANLY. I know something about this 
case, and I think it ought to be allowed. 

The question now being upon the adeption of 
the amendment to the Senate amendment— 
CABELL, | 


Mr. by unanimous consent, 


' drew his amendment 


The question was then taken, and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in by the committee. 


[A messave was 


[2 received from the Senate, by 
Assury Dickins, Esq., its Secretary, informing 
the Flouse that they had passed with amendments 
a bill of the following title, viz: 

« A bill maki service of the Post 
Office Department during the fiseal year ending June 30, 
1834.??] 


rappropriations for the 


Mr. STANLY. We have now concurred in 
this amendment in favor of Mr. Buckingham 
Smith, and | hope, by unanimous consent, we 
may go back to the amendment in favor of Edward 
Kent for reimbursement as chargé d’aflaires at 
Rio de Janerio, which is a precisely similar case. 
If one is allowed the other should be. 

There was no objection, and the following 
amendment was taken up for consideration: 

Fiftieth amendment of the Senate: 

‘© On page 43, after the word § capacity,’ in line 20, insert: 

“For compensation of Edward Kent, for one quarter’s 
salary as chargé d’afiaires at the legation at Riode Janeiro, 
during the absence ot the minister, and under the imstruc- 
tions of the Departmentof State, 81,125.”’ 


with- 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


was concurred in. 


Fifty-third amendment of the Senate: 

‘“Tnsert the following: 

eS Ind he it further enacted, That an officer shall 
be appointed in the Department of State, to be called the 
Assistant Secretary of State, whose salary shall be 33,000 
per annum, payable in the same manner as that of the Sec- 
retary of State, who shall perform all such duties in the 
office of Secretary of State, belonging to that Department, 
as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of State, or as may 
be required by law.”’ 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


ec. 6. 


The Committee on Ways 


and Means recommend a non-concurrence in this 


' amendment. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in by the committee. 


Fifty-fourth and fifty-fifth amendments of the 
Senate: 

** On page 44, after line 14, strike out the wordsin brack- 
ets, and insert the words in italics: 

‘* For salary and outfit of a commissioner to reside in 
China, including the additional compensation under the 
act to carry into effect certain provisions in the treaties be- 
tween the United States and China and the Ottoman Porte, 


| [nine] eighteen thousand dollars.”’ 


Mr. PHELPS. This amendment was not be- 
fore the Committee on Ways and Means. I hope, 
however, the committee will not concur in the 
amendment. I will state that it is to provide an 
outfit for the commissioner to China. 

The question was put, and the chairman decided 
the amendment to be concurred in. 

Mr. SKELTON. I demand a division. 

Mr. HOUSTON. There is scarcely a quorum 
present, and 1 would rather give it up than to have 
adivision. I hope gentlemen will allow us to go 
on with these amendments. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| tion to this matter. 


March 2, 

Mr. DEAN. I demand tellers upon concurriny 
in that amendment. - 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. Is 
debate the amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. 
moves to amend it. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
priation $10,000. 

The House will recollect that when this bill was 
originally before this House, it was my intention 
to have offered this amendment; but in the confy- 
sion which prevailed, I neglected to offer it when 
the appropriate clause was under consideration, I 
then asked to recur to that clause of the bill, but 
objection was made, and my friend from Alabama, 
the chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, suggested that the amendment would be 
put in in the Senate, and that I had better let jt 
pass. These are the facts as they exist in rela- 
If the amendment had been 
offered with others of a similar nature, when the 
bill was originally before the House, it would have 
passed without opposition. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The statement of the centle- 
man from Virgima is correct. I hope the amend- 
ment will be concurred in. 

Mr. BAYLY. With the consent of the com- 
mittee, | will withdraw my amendment. 

There was no objection, and the amendment 
was accordingly withdrawn. 

Mr. DEAN. With this statement of facts, I 
will withdraw my call for tellers. 

The question was then taken, and the Senate 
amendment was concurred in. 


it in orde; to 
Not unless the gentleman 


I move to increase the appro- 


Fifty-sixth amendment of the Senate: 

* On page 44, after line 22, insert the following: 

** For detraying the expenses attending the expected visit 
of a war-steamer from the Sultan of Turkey, withtcontribu 
tions to the Industrial Exhibition, to be held at New York in 
May next, $20,000 ; the said sum to be expended under the 
direction of the President of the United States.” 


Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was disagreed to. 


Fifty-seventh amendment of the Senate: 

*On page 45, line 23, after the clause in reference to 
land offices, insert the following: 

And provided further, That the President be, and is 
hereby, authorized t5 change the location of the several land 
offices and to establish the same, from time to time, at such 
other place in the district as he may deem expedient.”’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the members of the com- 
mittee will look at this amendment, they will see 
| that it is really a good one. It proposes to put it 

in the power of the President to change the land 

offices, instead of creating new ones, in cases 
where the lands immediately around the existing 
land offices have been sold. 

‘yr e 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Fifty-eighth amendment of the Senate: 


‘¢ In page 50, after the clause in relation to the Surveyor 
General’s office in California, insert the following: 

“ Provided, That it shall be lawful for the President of 
the United States, if he deem it expedient, to divide the 
State of California into three separate and distinet land dis- 

| tricts, in such manner as circumstances shall determine to 
be necessary; and he shall appoint, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Senate, or during the recess of Congress, 
when necessary, a register of the land office and receiver 
of public moneys for each of such land districts ; and the 
land offices for the sare respectively shall be located at, 
and be removed from time to time to, such places as the 
President shall deem most suitable for public convenience; 
and the lands within the said districts, with the exception 
of mineral Jands and such other lands as shall be exempt 
from sale by competent authority, shall be subject to entry 

| at the proper office in the same manneras other portions of 
the public domain, and the registers and receivers shall 
each receive a salary of $3,000 and the usual fees allowed 
in other cases, but the entire compensation shall in no in- 
stanee exceed the sum of $4,000.” 


Mr. HALL. The bill just passed to-day pro- 
vides for the very same thing, and this amend- 
ment is unnecessary. 

The question was taken on concurring with the 
Senate amendment, and it was not agreed to. 


Fifty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 


* Page 50, strike out the word £ exclusive,’ and insert the 
words in italics in the following clause : 

“* For compensation of the public gardener, $1,200 ; and 
the [exclusive] management of the grounds attached to the 
Capitol, and surrounding the Exeeutive Mansion, shall be 
under his control, subject only to the supervision and con- 
trol of the Secretary of the Interior.’’ 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committeeon Ways and 


| Means recommend a concurrence in that amend- 
| ment. 








1853. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 


screed to. 


sixtieth amendment of the Senate: 
), after the section providing for the compen- 
iborers employed upon the public grounds, insert 


bpae 


ipply a deficiency for the purchase of trees and 
laborers on the improvements of reservation No. 2 
public mall, between Seventh and Twelth streets west 


lo 


Mr. PHELPS The Committee on Ways and 
Means recommended a non-concurrence in that 
mie d nent. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
nent was not arreed to. 


Sixty-first amendment of the Senate: 


‘On page 51, after line 15, insert the following: 

ross the Potomae at Little Falls, to be 

ded under the direction of the President of the United 
250.000.7? 


For a bridge ac 


[he question was taken upon concurring with 
ate amendment, and it was not agreed to. 
y-second amendment of the Senate: 


‘On page 51, immediately after the last amendment, in- 
owing: 

expended, under the direction of the President of 

the Un { States, for the purpose of bringing water into the 


y of Washington upen such plans and from such places 
may approve, £150,000: Provided, That if the plan 
| by the President of the United States should require 
to be drawn any within the limits of 
ind, the assent ofthe Legislature of that State should 
obtained.’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
ind Means recommend a non-concurrence in that 
amendment 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. 
upon that amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Sranron, of 
Kentucky, and Jounson, of Arkansas, were ap- 
nointed. 

Che question was taken, and the tellers report- 
ed—ayes 68, noes 55. 

So the committee concurred in the Senate amend- 
ment. 


Sixty-third amendment of the Senate: 


*° On page 51, strike out the words in brackets, and in- 
sert the words in italics in the following clause: 

“For compensation of two draw keepers and a watch- 
man atthe Potomac bridge, and for fuel and oil for lamps, 
one thousand [three hundred and seventy-seven dollars 
and fifty cents) eight hundred dollars ; and for repairing the 
Long Bridge across the Potomac river, $20,000.’ 

Mr. HOUSTON. The committee recommend 
a concurrence in the amendment. 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Sixty-fourth amendment of the Senate: 

** On page 51, line 24, strike out ‘ 900’ and insert ‘ 1,000,’ 
80 that the clause shall read: 

‘For compensation of two draw keepers at the two 


bridges across the Eastern Branch of the Potomac, and for 
fuel, and oil for lamps, $1,000.” 


vater from 


M 


source 


I ask for tellers 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

Sixty-fifth amendment of the Senate: 

“On page 52, in line 2, strike out ‘$14,800’ and insert 
$16,400 ;’ so that the clause shall read: 

** For compensation of Auxiliary Guard, and for fuel, and 
oil for lamps, $16,400.”? 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in. 


Sixty-sixth amendment of the Senate: 


** At the end of the clause just amended add the follow- 
ing: 


* And each of the auxiliary guards shall hereafter receive 
the same annual compensation, viz: $500 per annum.” 

Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on Ways and 
Means recommend a non-concurrence. 

Mr. STANLY. The amendment is a proper 
one, and I hope it will be concurred in. A part 
of this guard receive only $450, and I want to see 
them all put upon the same footing. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


Sixty-seventh amendment of the Senate: 

* On page 53, after line 27, insert the following: 

“For heating and ventilating the Executive Mansion, 
painting the exterior thereof, and painting the wallis, ceil- 
ing, &c., of the rooms of the first floor, and making other 
improvements and repairs, re®@ommended by the Architect 
in his report of February 24, 1853, and for the purchase of 
books for the President’s library, $29,500. ”’ 


Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on Ways and 
Means recommend a non-coneurrence. 
_ Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. I move to 
increase the appropriation one dollar. It is $500 | 
less than the one | proposed by the amendment I 


man of the Com- 
T ; il 
ti 


be 
» we 


offered a few days ago as chair 
mittee on the Public Buildings. committee 
examined 
CGrovernment 
He did exam- 
ine it, and ascertained that the repairs were ab- 
solutely necessary; that they were substantial 
rejulrs, and such as ought to have been made ten 
years ago. ‘That amendment | for hot- 
water furnaces for the basement but it was 
not the design to restrict the Architect to that pe- 
culiar kind of furnace. The object was to pr 
vide some means by which the dampness known 
to be pre “ipitated on the walls of t 
story of that house, and which 
much in it, could 

constitutes an inconsiderable } 
propriatio le 


caused the presidential 
by the Architect 


on t 


mansion 
e iploved by the 


he extensions of the Capitol. 


ovided 
story, 
O- 
ie basement 
caused 
That 
rt of the whole ap- 
A large porti yn is for many sub- 
stantial repairs necessary to preserve the house 


has so 


sickness be removed. 


from decay, such as painting the exterior and in- 
terlor, repairing portions of the building which 
are dilapidated, and for paper for the walls. They 
are all absolutely necessary to make the President 
and his family comfortable. 1 
tee will not hesitate to adopt the amendment, which 
has not only been considered by the Committee 
on the Public Buildings of this House, but the 
Committee on Public Buildings of the Senate. I 
withdraw my amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I move to strike out the words 
‘6 recommended by the Architect in his report of 
1853.”’ If that amendment be adopted, I shall vote 
for concurrence in the amendment of t 
I do not know what that report of the Architectis. 
It may be found on further examination, 
change in the plan will have to be 1 
Committee on Ways and Means re 
non-c 1 


none 


the commit- 


he Senate. 


thatsome 
The 
nd a 
but Iam in favor of the amend- 
ment with the modification | have proposed, 


Mr. STANTON. . 


nade. 
mime 


mncurrence; 


i We have no o jection to it. 
The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was agreed to. 

The question was taken, and the amendment of 


the Senate as amended was then concurred in, 


The sixty-eighth amendment of the Senate: 

** In page 54, after line 5, insert the following: 

“For completing the grading and paving the carriage- 
way of Pennsylvania avenue, from Seventeenth street to 
Rock Creek, and tor setting the curb-stone and paving the 
footway six feet wide on each side of said avenue, in ad- 
dition to the sum heretofore appropriated for that object, 
$14,700: Provided, That the sum required tor paving said 
tootway shail not be expended unless the owners of prop- 
erty opposite thereto be required, under the direction of the 
authorities of the city of Washington, to pave at least ten 
feet in width of the space allotted tor asidewalk, in contin- 
uation and adjoining the same.’’ 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was nou-concurred in. 

The sixty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 

‘Tn page 54, after line LO, insert: 

** For deficiency for surveying, leveling, and measuring, 
the triangular square on the north side of Pennsylvania 
avenue, between Thirteenth and Fourteenth streets, $42.”’ 

The question was taken; and the amendment 
was agreed to. 


The seventieth amendment of the Senate: 

‘‘ Insert after the above the following: 

‘For supplying a deficiency in the appropriation made 
March 3, 1849, for completing the room under the Senate 
post office, $451 31.” 

Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky. That is an 
appropriation repeatedly recommended by the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. It is a balance due to 
workmen. The Committee on the Public Build- 
ings have examined the testimony on the subject, 
and report that they are really entitled to it. 

Mr. BRIGGS. I move the addition of the fol- 
lowing amendment: 

And to enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
to comply with the resolution of the House passed Mareh 
l, 1854, granting extra compensation to the employees 
thereof, there is hereby added to the miscellaneous items 
of the contingent fund of the tlous« tepresentatives, 
and hereby appropriated, a further sum of 336,000, 


¢ 
of 


The House passed the resolution giving the 
extra compensation by three votes to one, and it 
seems to me there can now be no objection to an 
appropriation being made to carry it out. 

Mr. HIBBARD. The amendment is not ger- 
mane to the subject beforethe committee, and there- 
fore not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is inclined to over- 
rule the gentleman’s point of order. The amend- 
ment is to carry out a resolution of the House. 

The question was taken, and the amendment to 
the amendment was disagreed to 
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The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the Senate, and it was concurred in. 

Seventy-first amendment of the Sena 

* Strike out * rom the following paragraph, and fn 
sert * seventy-fiv 

‘ Miscellane ‘ For salaries and incidental expenses of 
the commission appointed under the acts March 3d, 1851, 
tor settling land claieas to Calhtfornia, ©, > and that the 
proviso to the appropriation for this o t. sined in the 
act approved lst of August, 1852, shall not be so construed 
as to reduce the salary of the secretary vid mmission 
as fixed by the cond section of the abovy t ed act.”? 

Mr. HOUSTON. Thecommittee recommend 


a concurrence in that amendment. 
T : . —m ro] — 
ne question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred In. 
i amendment of t! 


Seventy secom e Senate: 


** Add after the above paragraph the following 

** “ind provided further, That out o iid sum herein ap 
propriated there shall be paid to ent Hissinner ap 
pointed under the act of tl Ma 1, the im of 
$3,000, in lieu of the compensation heret nllowed.”? 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred In. 

Seventy-third amendment of t! ite 

‘Insert after the 10th line, page 5 ‘ owing 

** For pensions to widows a rpha t thre ten 
titled * An act to cont ie half pav te tain widows and 
orphans,’ approved February Jd, | 174,000 

Mr. PHELPS. This ap ropriation t rendered 
necessary by the passave of an act at this session 
of Conecress. 

wT} t . } } 

Ihe question was taken, and the amendment 


was concurred in. 


The seventy-fourth amendment of the Senate, 


a verbal one, was concurred in. 


Seventy-fifth amendment of the Senate: 


** Insert after the 10th line in page 57, the following: 

“ For the purpose of purchasing or building a revenue cut 
ter, to be propelled by steam and employed on the Pacifie 
coast, &75.000: Provided, That the shall not be more 
than one steain and one sail ve ler ed forsuch pur 
poses on that coast.’ 

Mr. PHELPS. The Committee on W ays and 


Me ins 


amendment. 


vided 


recommend a non-co irrence in the 
‘ , Congress pro- 


session 


tor the bul 


ding of six additional revenue 
cutters, and we deem that sufficient. 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred In. 
Seventy-sixth amendment of the Senate: 
After the v d *‘ Departments’ in the following: * For 
the printing of the Executive Departments, $22,289 04 ;’ 
insert the following 


** Including for paperand printing the annual estimates, 


and for paper, printing, binding the Biennial Register, and 
the annual report of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury on com- 
merce and navigation.” 

Ir. HOUSTON. The Committee on Ways 
and Means recommend a concurrence in the 


amendment. 
The question was taken, and the amendment 
] ’ 
was concurred in. 
Seventy-seventh amendment of the Senate: 
‘“ Add at the end of the first section the following: 
“< Me pundary Commission For completing the 


’ 
survey of the Rio Grande, and for office work for one year, 
#83512. 


p 
ricun »D 


‘For arrears due Major William H Emory’s party, 
220.000. 
“For expenses attending Lieutenant Whipple’s party 


from the Gila, 26,000. 

“For pay of commissioner and secretary, and for per- 
sonal and traveling expenses of the commissioner, $9,500; 
said sums to be disbursed upon warrants approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior And that the penod limited for 
the appointment of commissioner, surveyor, and chief as 
tronomer, by the act of Mav 15, 1850, shall be, and the same 
is hereby, extended to the first of Apmil, 1854.”? 

Mr. TOOMBS. I move to strike out the latter 
clause of that amendment, which provides for the 
traveling expenses of the commissioner. This 
item of $9,600, and over, ought to be stricken out. 
That officer has spent twice as much money as he 
ought to have done. 

Thé question was taken, and the amendment 
was agreed to. 

The question was then taken upon the Senate 
amendment as amended, and it was agreed to. 

Seventy-eighth amendment of the Senate: 

* Insert as follows: 

‘ For carrying inte effect the provisions of this act esatub 
lishing an assay Office in the city of New York, in addition 
to the charges therein authorized to be received, $100,000 
is hereby appropriated, out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated.”? 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. 
the committee say to that? 
Mr. PHELPS. They did not consider it. 

The Question being put on the amendment— 

Mr. BRIGGS. I call for tellers. 


What do 
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Mr. DEAN. I have an amendment, which I 
wish to offer. I move to increase the appropri- 
ation $100. I do this for the purpose of bringing 
properly before the committee the object intended 
to be secured by this appropriation, that it may be 
understood. If an assay office is established in 
New York, it will probably settle the question 
of a Mint, which has been before Congress at 
each session for the last few years. More than 
$1,000,000 of gold dust is received every month at 
New York, and no one will pretend that we ought 
not to have either a Mint or an assay office there 
to place a value upon it; and this is demanded not 
for the benefit of New York, but for the interests 
of persons who bring gold dust there. It is but 
an act of justice—not to New York, but to the 
persons who produce or deal in this article, that 
an assay office should be established at the port 
where itis received, that they may no longer be 
plundered by the brokers of New York or the rail- 
road companies of New Jersey. It is infinitely 
eafer for men to cross the Isthmus 

Mr. LETCHER. Was not the vote taken | 
and announced upon that amendment? 

The CHAIRMAN. It was not. 

Mr. DEAN. I say now, in order to complete 
the sentence | had begun, it is infinitely safer to 
cross the Isthmus and escape the robbers that in- 
fest the roads there, than to escape the legalized | 
robbery that is practiced upon persons who bring 
gold dust into New York, and are compelled to 
sell it at a great sacrifice there, or pay tribute to 
the New Jersey monopolists, who, if they get out 
of the frying-pan of Wall street, they are certain 
to fall into the fire of the railroad companies in 
New Jersey. I do not wish to take up the time of 
the committee in discussing this matter, but | ask 
the committee to give the persons interested in this 
matter what is their right—an assay office, where 
their gold dust may be cast into bars, and then 
they will know the value of the article, and it will 
be in a shape in which it can be used by them, 
and they will no longer be at the mercy of spec- 
ulators or the clutches of monopolists. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. In the first 
lace | do not think it proper that in a bill of this 
find such a provision as this should be inserted. 
It is really an improper kind of legislation in the 
first instance. This is making a provision for | 
what the law already authorizes. The amend- | 
ment now offered is for establishing a new institu- 
tion wholly inconsistent with fair and judicious 
legislation, as your rules show. As to their com- 
yromising the Mint foran assay office of $100,000, | 
| do not believe a word of it. It seems that the 
gentleman from New York does. [do not. It is 
— an egg which they will se: upon next year to | 

atch a ten million concern. | have seen your | 
saving banks established merely to keep money 
for widows and orphans all over Pennsylvania, but 
I have never seen one that did not come out a full- 
blown bank in two years. They have established 








an assay office in California. Let them try it | 


there. They have a Mint in California. 
bring gold dust allaround the world? I hope that 
none of it hereafter will be coined in Philadelphia. 
I hope thatit will be all coined there on the ground, 
where it ought to be coined. I hope, therefore- 
that the committee will not only reject the amend- 
ment of the gentleman from New York, but the 
amendment of the Senate. 

Mr. DEAN. I withdraw my amendment. 

The question recurred on the amendment of the 
Senate. 

Mr. GOODRICH. I propose to increase the 
appropriation $200. Iam in favor of this amend- 
ment of the Senate, but by no means for the rea- 
son which the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
Dean] has given. I rise mainly to enter my pro- 
test—and | shall do it here and everywhere— 
against such wholesale slander as the gentleman 
has indulged in against the brokers of New York. 
W hat do the brokers of New York do, that justi- | 
fies the gentleman in rising in his place here and | 
calling them robbers? What do they do? They | 
charge the regular market price, ast understand 
it, for transporting the gold from New York to 
Philadelphia. If anybody will do it for less than | 
the market price, then the price will go down. If 
the gentleman will go there and do it for less, the 
price will go down. The busivessin which these 
men are engaged is an honest business, and I do 
not like to hear such wholesale slander against 
honest and reputable men, as I know certainly | 


Why | 


: { 
many of them to be. I do not approve of all the 
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lowing bills, which thereupon severally received 
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one s! 
things which railroads do, and if they charge one || the signature of the Speaker, viz: der tv 
fourth of one per cent. for transporting gold from || An act to amend an act entitled “ An act to ae 
New York to Philadelphia, it is by no means proof || amend an act to settle and adjust the expenses of ee 
that they are robbers. That is all I have to say. || the people of Oregon from attacks and hostilities class 

Mr. DUNHAM. I am opposed to the amend- |, of Cayuse Indians, in the years 1847 and 1848.” ae 
ment, and I desire to take the vote. | approved August 21, 1852; r class 
The question was taken’on Mr. Goopnicn’s || An act to establish the territorial government of ns 
amendment, and it was not agreed to. W ashington; five ' 
Mr. BROOKS. I propose to increase theappro- || An act authorizing the Selectmen of the town of = 
priation $300. Lam sorry that I feel it my duty || Chelsea, in the State of Massachusetts, to lay out ne 
to say a word upon this subject. This Congress || and make way on lands of the United States jy six ¢ 
has been against the navy-yard—against the city || said town; . 
which I have the honor in part to represent, and || An act for the relief of Edward Box; as 
yet it has been abundantly liberal in making ap- |} An act for the relief of B. B. Bennett; and fort 
propriations for fortifications to some other parts |! An act making appropriations for the support = 
of the country. It has not yet voted a single cent || of the Military Academy for the year ending the a 
to that quarter where concentrates, in a great de- || 30th June, 1854. of ¢ 
gree, the representative wealth of our country. It || CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. ‘“ 
as refus i r iti - |] - of 
i fumed every item inthe way ofaditioal poy || ‘Phe Commitee of the Whaleon the state ofthe J) 
additional ship to the Navy They have refused | Union then resumed me gqaen. : 
to give us a Mint, and we have now fallen down to Mr. BROOKS. | withdraw my amendment. * 
ee ’ : ; The question recurred on agreeing to the Senate als 
the simple request that they will grantus an assay || , ,endment = “ 
alice: They nave imposed upon wan additonal "lire wereordered;and Messrs. Davis of i. fp 
quest is that we shall be allowed the simple means an, Geers Mareen - 
peracetic te neohaet ‘eee pot pent The question was then taken, and the tellers re- 
Ot ass aying and testing the vaiueo our g a 1 ported—ayes 66, noes 63. tw 
public expense, provided we pay the seigniorage || So the amendment of the Senate was agreed t 
of one-half per cent., which the act already impo- || ; ae 2-4 
ses upon us. I do not think the request unreason- || Seventy-ninth amendment of the Senate. fi 
able or unjust, and [ donotthink itimproper,con- || £* Insert the following: ‘ 
sidering the great interests which the country has || Ma And that there be paid to James B. Smallwood and ¥ 
Martin Latruite, boys attending upon the mail wagons of c 
in that city. It seems to me to be rather a hard || the Senate, the sum of $146 each, being twenty per cent. 
feeling, and an unjust and improper prejudice || in addition to their pay for the year ending 30th of June, 0 
which has been exhibited towards us, upon the 1853.” . 
part of the Representatives of Pennsylvania. I will || The question was taken, and the amendment of c 
not pledge myself forthe future. 1 cannot do any || the Senate was agreed to. f 
| such thing, because I will not be here to carry out || Mr. HOUSTON. The committee have now 
my pledge; but it is obvious to every person, that || gone entirely through the original bill. What fol- 
until in some form or other this question of a Mint || lows consists of new sections inserted by the Sen- ( 
is settled between thetwo great representative Com- || ate. The Committee on Ways and Means have 


will be more or less mingling of sectional rivalry 
and contest, which will introduce itself into all the 
legislation of the country, and cost that country 
ten thousand times more than the means necessary 
for an assay office in the city of New York. I 
have nothing more to say. All I ask at your hands 
is simple justice. 


ARMY BILL——CONFERENCE. 
Mr. PHELPS. I ask that we may informally 


go into the House, with a view that a committee 
of conference may be appointed to meet a com- | 
mittee of the Senate on the disagreeing votes on 
the Army appropriation bill. 
The question was taken, and it was decided in 
| the affirmative. 
The committee then rose, and the Speaker hav- 
ing resumed the chair— 
On the motion of Mr. PHELPS, by unanimous 
consent, 
Ordered, That the House insist on their disagreement to 
the amendments insisted upon by the Senate, and insist 
| upon their amendments disagreed to by the Senate, and 
agree to the appointment of a Committee of Conference on 
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the bill of the 
House (No. 336) ‘* making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the year ending June 30, 1854.”? 
Ordered, That Mr. Pueurs, Mr. Stanzy, and Mr. Ort- 


| 
| 


| 





GEN S. Seymour be appointed the managers at the said 
conference on the part of the House; and 
Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Senate therewith. 


CENSUS BILL. 


Mr. PHELPS. I desire furthermore to ask the 
| unanimous consent of the House that the census 
bill be referred to the Committee on Printing. It 
| is public business. 
| Ordered, That the bill be so referred. 


Mr. CARTTER. I ask also the unanimous 

_ consent of the House to print the annual report of 
| the Commissioner of Patents, which has been un- 
| provided for. 
| A Memser. It is already referred to the Com- 
mittee on Patents. 

On the motion of Mr, HENN, by unanimous. 
consent, 


Ordered, That two additional members be appointed on 
| the Committee on Enrolled Bills. 


The SPEAKER thereupon appointed Mr. 
Tuomas Y. How and Mr. Haws upon said com- 
mittee. 

__ Mr. HENN, from the Committee on Enrolled 
' Bills, reported back as correctly enrolled the fol- 


| 


| of the amendments. 


| tory. 





|| monwealths of Pennsylvania and New York, there || had very little of that matter under consideration 


at all. 

Mr. LETCHER. I move to reject the balance 
We have high authority for 
pursuing this course. The Senate have disagreed 
to all our amendments to the Army bill. 


Mr. HAVEN. I do not think it is a precedent 


| which we ought to follow. 


The CHAIRMAN. The motion of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia is not in order, 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. The bill to estab- 
lish the Territory of Washington has just received 
the signature of the Speaker. This bill contains 
no appropriation for the expenses of that Terri- 
I therefore offer the following amendment, 
to come in at page 81, line 5: 

For salaries of governor and superintendent of Indian 
affairs, three judges, attorney, and marshal of Washington 


| Territory, from the time of their appointment to the end of 


the fiscal year terminating June 30, 1854, an amount suffi- 
cient to pay the same is hereby appropriated, out of any 


| money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated ; 


For compensation and mileage of the Legislative As- 
sembly, officers, clerk, and contingent expenses of the As- 
sembly, and to defray the expenses of taking the census of 
said ‘Territory, the sum of £20,000, to be paid out of any 
money not otherwise appropriated ; 

For the contingent expenses of the Territory, including 
the salary of a clerk of the Executive Department, $1,500, 


| to be paid out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 


appropriated. 
The question was taken on Mr. Jones’s amend- 
ment, and it was agreed to. 


Mr. PHELPS. This seems to be the appro- 
priate place to insert an appropriation for the ex- 
penses of the Territory for the ensuing fiscal year 
also. - 

Mr. HOUSTON. The amendment of the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee includes those expenses. 

Mr. PHELPS. His only provides for the res- 
idue of this fiscal year, as I understand it. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. It provides for 
the next fiscal year also. 

Mr. PHELPS. I would inquire of the gentle- 
man from Teanessee if he embraced in his amend- 
ment the salaries for the ensuing fiscal year ? 

Mr. JONES. Yes, sir; from the time of the 


| appointment of the officers to the end of the ensu- 
| ing fiscal year. 


Eightieth amendment of the Senate: 

“ [nsert the following : 

“See. 3, And be it further enacted, Thatfrom and atf- 
ter the 30th of Funé, 1853, the clerks in the Department of 
the Treasury, War, Navy, the Interior, and the Post Office, 
shall be arranged into four classes; of which class number 


1853. _ 


one shail receive an annual salary of $900 each ; class num- 


her two, an addi tional salary of $1, 200; class number three 
an annual salary of 31,500 each ; ande te ass number four an 
annual salary of &1,800. 


‘In the office of the Seeretary of the Treasury, four of 
, six of class two, six of class three, and five of 
class four 

«In the office of the Solicitor, one of class one, two of 
class two, three of class three, and one of class four. 

‘In the office of the First Comptroller, two of class one, 
five of class two, and seven of class three. 

‘In the office of the Second Comptroller, three of class 
one. four of class two, and seven of class three. 

‘In the office of the First Auditor, three of class one, 
six of class two, and nine of class three. 

In the office of the Second Auditor, two of class one, 
six of class two, and eleven of class three 

[nu the office of the Third Auditor, three of class one, 
forty one of class two, and eight of class three. 

‘In the office of the Fourth Auditor, one of class one, 
four of class two, and nine of class three. 

‘In the office of the Fifth Auditor, two of class one, three 
of class two, aud two of class three. 

‘In the office of the Auditor of the Treasury for the Post 
Otfice Department, twenty of class one, fifty of class two, 
twenty-six of class three, and five of class four. 

“tu the office of the Register, five of class one, eighteen 
of class lwo, and four of class three. 

‘In the office of the Commissioner of Customs. three of 
class one, four of class two, and three of class three. 

In the office of the Treasurer, two of class one, five of 
class two, and five of class three; andin the office of the 
Light-House Board, one of class one, one of class two, and 
two of class three. 

‘« In the office of the Secretary of War, one of class one, 
two of class two, two of class three, and one of class four. 

‘In the office of the General-in-Chief, one of class two. 

“In the office of the Adjutant General, two of class one, 
five of class two, one of class three, and one of class four. 

‘In the office of the Quartermaster General, three of 
class one, five of class two, two of class three, and one of 
class four. 

‘In the office of the Paymaster General, 
one, three of class two, two of class three, 
class four. 

‘‘In the office of the Commissary General, two of class 
one, two of class two, one of class three, and one of class 
fuur 

‘© in the office of the Surgeon General, one of class one, 
one of class two, and one of class four. 

“In the office of the Colonel of Engineers, one of class 
one, two of class two, one of class three, and one of class 
four 

‘+ In the office of the Colonel of Topographical Engineers, 
one of class One, two of class two, one of class three, and 
one of class four. 

‘‘In the office of the Colonel of Ordnance, two of class | 
one, four of class two, one of class three, and one of class 
four. 

‘+ In the office of the Secretary of the Navy, four of class 
two, six of class three, and one of class four. 

“Tn the Bureau of Construction, Equipment, and Re- 
pairs, one of class one, seven, including the draughtsman, 
of class two, and one of class four. 

‘*In the Bureau of Yards and Docks, one of class one, 
four, including the draughtsman, of class two, and one of 
class four. | 

‘<fn the Bureau of Provisions and Clothing, four of class 
two, and one of class four. 

“In the Bureau of Ordnance and Hydrography, four, 
including the draughtsman, of class two, and one of class 
four. 

‘In the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery, two of class 
two, and one, the assistant, of class four. 

‘*I[n the office of the Secretary of the Interior, four of 
class two, three of class three, and three of class four. 

‘* In the office of the Commissioner of Pensions, ten of 
class one, thirty of class two, five of class three, and four 
of class four. 

‘Tu the office of the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, forty of class one, forty of class two, twenty-three of 
class three, and three of class four. 

*< In the office of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, six 
of class two, six of class three, and three of class four. 

‘* In the office of the Commissioner of Patents, eight of 
class two, twelve, including the six assistant examiners, of 
class three, and one of class four. 

* In the office of the Postmaster General, ten of class one, 
thirty three of class two, twenty nine of class three, and 
six, including the topographer, of class four. 

** And there shall be a chief clerk for each of the offices 
of the Solicitor, First Comptroller, Second Comptroller, 
First Auditor, Second Auditor, Third Auditor, Fourth Aud- 
itor, Fifth Auditor, Auditor of the Treasury for the Post 
Office Department, Register, Commissioner of Customs, 
Treasurer, Light House Board, Commissioner of Pensions, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office, Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, and Commissioner of Patents, who shall 
be allowed an annual compensation of $2,000 each. And 
there shall be a chief clerk for each of the Departments of 
the Treasury, War, Navy, Interior, and General Post 
Office, who shall be allowed an annual compensation of 
$2,200 each. 

‘* No clerk shall be appointed in either of the four classes 
until after he has been examined and found qualified by a 
board to consist of three examiners, one of them to be the 
chief of the bureau or pffice into which he is to be appoint- 
ed, and the two others to be selected by the head of the 
Dep: iriment to which the gaid clerk will be assigned. Nor 
shail any clerk in the D tments herein named receive 
any other salary or money for extra services than the sum 
or suis specified in this section, atany time after this sec- 
tion bas been executed by a classification of the clerks as it 
scribes, There shall be a disbursing clerk for each of 

» Departments of War, Navy, and the Post Office ; not 
more than three for the Treasury Departinent, at the dis- | 
cretion of the Secretary thereof ; and not more than three for | 
the Department of the Interior, at the discretion of the See- | 


class one 


two of class 
and one of 
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retary thereof; the said clerks to be appoietaa out of class 
four by the heads of the respective Departments, and to re 
ceive such sum, in addition to their regular salaries, as may 
amouutio all to two thousand dollars per annum. Bat it 
shall be their further duty, when designated by the head of 

a Department tor that service, to superntend the building 
iad they shall give bonds, as required by the Independent 
‘Treasury act: Provided, ‘That the clerk~, when distributed 
and arranged as required by this section, shall be paid a 
cording to its provisions out of any money in the Treasury 
not otherwise appropriated, and shall constitute the whole 
of the permanent clerical turce of the Departments of the 
Treasury, War, Navy, the Luterior, and the Post Office, 
with the exception of the Census Bureau, which is notin 
cluded tn thts arrangement, and the clerks temporarily ew 
ployed in the office of the Third Auditor on bounty land ser 
vice and ou arrearages of pay: And provided further, That 
each head of the said Departments may alter the distribu 
uon herein made of the clerks amongst the various bureaus 
and offices in his Department, if he should find it necessary 
and proper to do so. 

Mr. BOWIE. I wish to call the attention of the 
committee to the disparity between the allowance 
to the Second and Third Auditor’s offices. There 
are now twenty clerks in the Second Auditor’s 
office. This amendment allows eleven clerks of 
the third class in that office 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must remind 
the gentleman that discussion is not in order to 
the Senate amendment. 

Mr. BOWIE. 1 move to amend, by making 
the number of clerks of the third class, in the 
Third Auditor’s office, double the number pro- 
posed in the Senate amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, this is the largest and most 
important office, | believe, connected with the 
Treasury Department. The officers connected 
with this office audit the expenses of the Govern- 
ment, more than $12,000,0U0 annually. There 
are now fifty-three clerks employed in that De- 
partment; but if 1 understand this Senate amend- 


ment correctly, it gives only three clerks of the 
third class to this office. 


A Mempsr. It gives them eight. 

Mr. BOWIE. Mr. Chairman, when the Third 
Auditor was appealed to for that purpose, he sent 
in a statement of the number of clerks necessary 
to carry on the business of that office, and an 
estimate of their salaries. Now, I do not pro- 
pose to recommend the amount of salary to these 
clerks which the Third Auditor has recommended, 
but I hope the proportion of clerks allowed to the 
other Auditors’ offices will be allowed to this office. 
I think it will be doing gross injustice to this oflice 
if the amendment is passed in its present form. 
The duties of the clerks in that office are of more 
importance to the Governmentthan those of almost 
any other connected with the Government; yet 
out of fifty-three clerks apportioned to that office, 
only eight are of the third class, while in the 
Second Auditor’s Office, where there are only 
twenty clerks in all, there are eleven of the third 
class, 

1 will modify my amendment so as to provide 
that there shall be twelve clerks of the third class 
in the Third Auditor’s Office instead of eight. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 1 hope the amendment of the 


| gentleman from Maryland {Mr. Bowie} will not | 


be adopted, and that the proportion of clerks in 


| this Third Auditor’s Office will remain as they 
| are. 
| ment, 


This bill, which is now sent here as an amend- 
has been framed with a great deal of care. 
It was reported from the Finance Committee in 


| the Senate, by a gentleman (Mr. Hunter] who 


has for a long time been distinguished for the 
efforts he has made to procure an economical ad- 
ministration for this Government. The duties of 
these clerks in the Third Auditor’s Office are of 
an entirely different character from those in the 
Office of the Second Auditor. And here I take 
occasion to say, that the Second Auditor, in his 
estimates for this purpose, has brought down the 
number of clerks in his office to one half; while 


| the Third Auditor has not acted in the same spirit 


in seconding the wishes of those who have had 
charge of this matter in the Senate. But the pe- 
culiar duties of the clerks in the Third Auditor’s 
Office are those which anybody could perform. 
The description of work they have to do, does 
not require so many clerks of the third class as 
are needed in the office of Second Auditor. The 
gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Bowir) seems 
to go upon the principle that as many clerks wit 
high salaries should be put into one office as an- 
other; he seems to go upon the principle of equ 
izing the patronage of these several offices with- 
out regard to the species of labor they require to 
be done. Now, sir, this bill has been intelligently | 


al- 
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framed. It assigns the highest class of clerks to 
places where the description of labor to be per- 
formed requires the highest degree of clerical 
talent. 

1 say to the gentleman from Maryland that you 
can draw no comparison between the Second and 
Third Auditor’s offices in this respect. 


And | say 
to him further, that this bill is not framed upon 
the principle of equalizing the patronage of these 
bureaus, but with sole reference to the character 
of the work itself. 

I think the amendment a good one. The busi- 
ness of the country has suffered greatly for the last 
three years. A distin ve member from North 
Carolina (Mr. McKay.) some years ago introduced 
a bill similar to this, but it failed to become a law. 
[ hope this amendment will be concurred in in its 
present form, and that no amendments will be 
agreed to by the committee. 

The question was then taken, and \ 
amendment was notagreed to. 

Mr. FLORENCE. I desire to amend the Sen 
ate amendment so as to provide that the draughts- 
men employed in the several Departments of the 
Government shall be changed from the second to 
the third class. 

Mr. Chairman, I will not detain the committee 
longer than briefly to state my reasons for moving 
this amendment. The amendment, as it 
from the Senate, | have no doubt is a good one in 
many respects, but in respect to these draughtamen, 
it may not be so perfec t 
Georgia [Mr. Toomss]}s These draughts- 
men oceupy fixed positions. They are learned in 
this especial art, and when their situations become 
vacant for any reason, it is very difficult to fill 
them again with competent persons. There is, 
therefore, no change often made among them. The 
labor they perform is of great advan' the 
Government, and I ask that their position in this 
amendment shall be changed from the 
the third class. 


{r. Bowre’s 


comes 


as the gentleman from 


upposes. 


we to 


to 
They do as much work, and as 
high a class of work as any of the clerks in the 
Departm«¢ nts; and | therefore suggest, that their 
salary be fixed at $1,500. They are employed 
the whole of the time, from the hour they go there 
in the morning until the Departments are all closed 
in the evening, and they deserve a better compen- 
sation than is given them by this amendment. I 
ee ndment I have offered wil! 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. M: 
I have only to say in regard to the amendment of 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, that I am op- 
posed to it. Hereisa bill of very great le: 
which we now have under consideration in the 
shape of this Senate amendment, and if we are to 


second 


be adopted " 


Chairman, 


wth 


go into a discussion of the relative merits of the 
different classes of persons referred to in it, and 


undertake to amend the subject-mutter of the bill 
itself, it will be sufficient to consume the balance 
of thesession. This is a bill which has been con 
sidered with great care by the gentleman who had 
charge of it in the Senate, It is worded carefully, 
and | propose that we adopt it as a whole without 
roiling into It has been p repared 
with a great deal of care. This | matter of equali- 
zation very great difficulty: but under 
this arrangement, the worst is better off than under 
that now existing. Great care has been taken not 
to do injustice to any one, and | presume we now 
have the bill before us in as perfect a form as we 
could by any possibility make it at this late hour 
of the session. If we begin to amend it 
never findanend. This will at least « 
ginning. I say, therefore, let us pass 
it now stands, and leave it to future legis 
makesuch alterations as 


its discussion. 


Is one of 


, we shall 
Mw fi ra be- 
this bill as 
alion to 
experience shall hereafter 


show to be necessary. But Ll appeal! to this com- 
mittee not to undertake to do es wees D 
Let us adopt the amendment as 

whole, or let us reject it, and leave the cler 





the position wh 


Mr. 


th they now occupy. 


FAULKNER. 


I desire ta put the amend- 


ment suggested by the gentleman from Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr. FLorence] in a proper form. 
The CHAIE.MAN. ‘That can be done if no 


objecticn be made. 

Mr. GOODENOW. I move that the« 
tee do now rise for the purpose of suspending this 
five-minutes debate upon this section of the bili. 


‘he question was put, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


, 


-OoOmmit- 


The committee accordingly rose, and 


the Speak- 
er having 


resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr 
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Srvanr) reported that the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union had, according 
to order, had the state of the Union generally under 
consideration, and particularly the amendments of 
the Senate to the bill of the House (No. 337) 
making appropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
expenses of Government for the year ending the 
20th of June, 1854, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. 

Mr. GOODENOW. I move to suspend the 
rule which allows five-minutes debate in the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union 
upon the section of the civil and diplomatic bill 
which it had last under consideration, and upon 
that | move the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The question was then taken, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. ORR. IT move that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House resolve itself into the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The question was put, and the motion agreed 
to. 

The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Srvuart in the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the civil and diplomatic appropri- 
ation bill, the pending question being upon the 
amendment submitted by the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. FLorence. | 

Mr. FAULKNER. I now, with the consent 
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Fior- 
ENCE,| desire to submit that amendment in a pre- 
pared form, I move the following: 


And that class of clerks in the different Departments 
known under the appellation of draughtsmen, being out of 
the direct line of promotion, and being necessarily required 
tO possess a competent scientific knowledge of and expe 
rience in their duties, shall be rated in the third class of 
clerks. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Fiorence’s 
amendment as modified by Mr. Fautkner was 
disagreed to, 

Mr. HENN. I move to amend by adding at 
the end of the section the following: 

Provided, Thatin no case shall it be lawful to employ a 
greater number of clerks in the several offices mentioned 
than is herein specified. 

The question was taken, and Mr. Henn’s 
amendment was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring on the Senate 
amendment, it was put, and the amendment was 
concurred in. 

Eighty-first amendment of the Senate: 

**« Insert the following: 

““Sero. 4. And be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and is hereby, authorized to construct 
A marine hospital at Burlington, in the State of Lowa; and 
that there be, and is hereby, appropriated $15,000 for said 
purpose from the Treasury, out of any moneys not other- 
wise appropriated.”’ 

The question was taken, and the amendment 
was non-concurred in. 


Eighty-second amendment of the Senate: 
. “ Insert the following: 

“Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That hereafter the 
annual compensation of the Vice President, Secretaries of 
State, ‘l'reasury, War, Navy, and Interior, and the Post- 
master and Attorney General, shall be $8,000 each.’’ 

Mr. SKELTON. I move to strike out ** $8,000,” 
and insert ** $5,000.”’ 

I rise reluctantly on this occasion to enter my 
protest against this system of legislation. We 
are called upon now, after delaying the public 
business, and idling away the time of the Congress 
for the last year and a half, to pass bills for the 
reorganization of the Executive Departments, and 
to change the salaries of officers, from the Vice 
President down to the lowest clerk in the Depart- 
ment. Whatever the House may think of this 
system of legislation, I cannot be silent and allow 
it t6 go on without a protest upon my part. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I call the cen- 
tleman to order. He is wasting the time of the 
House. 

Mr.SKELTON. Iam speaking to the amend- 
ment. I am in favor of keeping the salaries where 
they are, I do not propose to consume the time 
of this House uselessly and unnecessarily. It is 
too late in the session to undertake this measure. 
We have just passed a clause in this bill which 
ought to have been the subject of consideration for 
weeks. Whatever the House may do, I pledge 
my vote against every measure which has been || 
thrust upon us by the Senate on this occasion. 


The question was taken on the amendment 


| offered by Mr. Skexron, and it was disagreed to. 


The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs upon 
agreeing to the Senate amendment. 

Mr.CAMPBELL. [ call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Dean and 
CAMPBELL were appointed. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 35, noes not counted. 

So the amendment was disagreed to. 


Kighty-third amendment of the Senate: 

** Tnsert as follows: 

‘Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That when private 
establishments shall be made to refine gold bullion, the See 
retary of the Treasury, if he shall deem them capable of ex 
ecuting such work, is hereby authorized and required to 
limit the amount thereof which shall be refined in the Mint 
at Philadelphia, from quarter to quarter, and toreduce the 
same progressively as such establishments shall be extended 
or multiplied, so as eventually, and as soon as may be, to 
exclude refining from the Mint, and to require that every 
deposit of gold bullion made therein for coinage shall be 
adapted to said purpose, without need of refining: Pro- 
vided, That no advances in coin shall be made upon bullion 
after this regulation shall be carried into effect except upon 
bullion refined, as herein prescribed.’ 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move to strike 
out the words ‘* Secretary of the Treasury,” and 
insert ‘* President of the United States.”’ 

[ move this amendment for the purpose of say- 
ing that there is growing up here a system of legis- 
lation which I regard as of the most mischievous 
character. I mean that this practice of conferring 
discretionary power upon olficers in reference to 
lerislative matters is inconsistent with our whole 
theory of Government. 
tion anywhere you ought to leave it with the Pres- 
ident of the United States, who is the most respon- 
sible officer under the Government. But in my 
opinion the whole system of legislation in that 
manner Is wrong. 





If you leave this discre- | 


The question was then taken on the motion of 


Mr. Bay ty, and it was not agreed to. 

The question then recurring upon the amend- 
ment of the Senate, it was put, and the amend- 
ment was non-concurred in. 


Eighty-fourth amendment of the Senate: 

** Insert as follows: 

“Sere. 7. and he it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be authorized to refund to the legal claim- 


ants for duties that have been paid on goods, wares, and | 


merchandise that were consumed by fire in the district and 
port of New York, in July, 1845, $300,000, and in the dis- 
trict and port of San Francisco, in the years 1850 and 1851. 
100,000, subject to the restrictions and limitations of the 


act of July 7, 1838, passed for the relief of sufferers by the | 


fire of December, 1835, in New York; 
goods destroyed and duties to be refunded shall be ascer- 
tained at said ports respectively, and be adjusted and repaid 


and the amount of | 


thereat, in a manner similar to that which is provided forin | 


the act above referred to in relation to losses at New York.’ 


The question was taken, and the Senate amend- 
ment was non-concurred in. 


Eighty -fifth amendment of the Senate: 

** Insert as follows: 

“Seo. 8. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Navy be authorized to remit the duties upon any ma- 
chinery imported into the United States for preparing, weav- 
ing, and spinning flax, or to refund duties heretofore paid 
Within five years past on such machinery, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated: Provided, 
That it shall be proved to his satisfaction that such machin- 
ery was not an article of manufacture at the time of impor- 
tation in the United States, and has been used by the persons 
or companies importing it for manufacturing purposes : 4nd 
provided further, That they bind themselves to permit in- 
spections and models of such machinery to be made in such 
manner as may not interfere with their usual occupations : 
Provided, That this privilege shall not be extended beyond 
two years.”’ 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I move the fol- 
lowing amendment, to come in at the end of the 
section, as follows: 


Provided, That from and after this date, and until the 
end of the next Congress, all laws for the collection of du- 
ties or revenue onrailroad iron imported from foreign coun- 
tries shall be, and hereby are, suspended, and no duties 
shall be assessed or collected thereon, and all railroad iron 
imported within that time shall be admitted free of duty: 
Provided, however, That at the time of such importation the 
importer shall execute to the United States a bond with sure- 
ties, in such penalty and form as the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall direct, to be approved of by the said Secretary, 
conditioner, that such iron is bona fide imported for the pur- 
pose of being used as and for rails for railroads, and for no 
other purpose whatever, and to be laid down and actually 
used by the person or persons or company so importing the 
same within two years from the time of importation; and 
upon due proof furnished to said Secretary that such iron 
has been so laid down and used, the bond shall be given up 
to be canceled. 


Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I submit 
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| more particularly interested than another. 


March 2, 


The CHAIRMAN. On what ground does the 
gentleman insist that the amendment is not jn 
order? 

Mr. STEVENS. On the ground that it jg 
neither an appropriation, nor refers to one, but ig 
the repealing of a law. 

Mr. JOHNSON. It is only the suspension of 
the law. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is not germane to the 
section to which it is offered as a proviso. 

The CHAIRMAN. So far as the Chair heard 
the amendments of the Senate read it proposes 
the repeal of duties on certain machinery. The 
gentleman from Arkansas, by his amendment, 
proposes to suspend the revenue duties on rai}- 
road iron, and the Chair sees no reason why it is 
not in order. 

Mr. STEVENS. [ appeal from the decision 
of the Chair, and on that demand tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Hamitroy 
and VENABLE were appointed. 

The question was taken, ‘* Shall the decision of 
the Chairstand asthe judgmentof thecommittee?”’ 
and it was agreed to; the tellers having reported— 
ayes 78, noes 66. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I have simply 


| to say that in nothing is the enterprise of this 
| country so vitally interested as in the construction 


of railroads. ‘This we all know; and knowing it 
we find that our legislation on the subject for the 
future is of the most oppressive and destructive 
character. And I have offered the amendment 
merely for the suspension of the revenue laws 
with regard to railroad iron for a brief period, 
believing that it is one of the very best steps 
we can takeat a time when we find that our legis- 
lation is dismantling our coast, crushing and de- 
stroying our Navy, and leaving our forts and other 
means of defense open to attack. Against such 
legislation as that, Mr. Chairman, | enter my 
protest. [ see no other hope of cultivating even 


| the internal prosperity of the country but by the 


step [ have suggested. Believing that, I hope to 
see the amendment meet with the approbation of 
the committee. While, on one hand, it may op- 
erate oppressively ona few, the general prosperity 


| ought not to be neglected for such a cause. 


Mr. WOODWARD. I am opposed to the 
amendment, because it does not extend the time 
far enough. ‘T'he policy of one branch of the 


| Legislature on this subject is to donate public lands 


to aid in the construction of railroads, for the pur- 
pose of increasing the value of the lands in its vi- 
cinity, and another is to levy a tax on the import- 
ation of the iron rails used in the building of those 
roads. One thing is to advance railroads, and 


| thereby to enhance the value of the lands, and con- 
| sequently to increase our revenue; and the other 


is to discourage railroad enterprise by subjecting 
railroad iron toa heavy taxation. Was there ever 
such inconsistency? Look at the subject in an- 
other point of view. Why is it that you tax rail- 
roads in the old States, and give bounties for their 
construction in the new States? Wohatreason can 
be offered for it? The manufacture of railroad 
iron is a manufacture in which no one class is 
The 
manufacturer is no more interested than the mer- 
chant; and the merchant no more than the farmer. 
There is an universal interest in the matter. Now, 
you levy a tax on the whole consumption of the 
country, for the protection of a particular class of 
manufacturers. You levy, be it remembered, an 
enormous burden on a description of manfacture 
in which all are interested. 

Mr. EVANS. Is it in order to amend the ori- 
ginal section? 

The CHAIRMAN. Itis notin order. 
is an amendment pending to that section. 

Mr. STEVENS. Do I understand that the 


There 


,gentleman from South Carolina opposed the 


amendment of the gentleman from Arkansas? 

The CHAIRMAN. He opposed it on the 
ground that it did not go far enough. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then I hope he will vote 
against it. [Laughter.] 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOME. | demand tellers 
on the amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jonnson, of 
Arkansas, and GoopEnow, were appointed. 

The question was taken, and the amendment 


to the Chair whether the amendment is in order. |, to the amendment was disagreed to, the tellers 


If it is not, I object to its introduction. 


| having reported—ayes 68, noes 78. 
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Mr. COBB. I offer the following amendment 
of addition to the section: 


) rther enacted, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
eis hereby, authorized and directed to extend the 
payment of all duties, except only the amount due 
to custom-house officers, upon all iron rails, spikes, 


Slt fastenings, and other iron necessary for, and to be 
; » construction of railroads, now or hereafter to be 
{into any of the ports of the Umited States, for the 

ror of tour years: Provided, That before the delivery of 


in rails, spikes, bolts, fastenings, as above, the pay 
tof the said duties, s0 suspended by this act, shall be 
ibv the bonds of such railroad companies, with good 
i] security to be approved by the United States dis 
Provided further, That so soon as any por- 
such railroads shall be completed as will render it 
expedient in the judgment of the Postmaster General to con 
‘et with such railroad companies for the transportation of 
mail upon such railroads, that the Postmaster General 
do make contracts with such railroad companies to carry 
t mail as aforesaid, within such rates as are charged by 
ier railroad companies for like service ; and that all such 
s may arise in tavor of such raiiroad companies for 
ive of the mail as aforesaid, within the said term of 
from and after the passage of this act, shall be 
rved by the Postmaster General for the benefit of the 
, and applied as they fall due towards the payment 
and satisfaction of the bonds of said companies, to be ex- 
ecuted by them for the payment of duties as aforesaid. 
~ » wind be it further enacted, That before such rail 
i npanies shall be entitled to the benefit of this act, 
shall enter into an agreement to transport the United 
ites nail, upon the terms and conditions prescribed by 
law and the regulations of the Post Office Department, 
ide in pursuance thereof: Provided, That the bonds to 
executed to secure the payment of the duties suspended 
by this act, shall be so drawn as to secure the payment of 
terest On said duties at the rate of six per centum per an- 


indges: 


trict 


sums 


t ear 


nul. 
» 

Mr. DEAN. I submit that that amendment is 
not in order, because it changes the existing rev- 

e laws, and also the laws in reference to the 
st Oifice Department. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides the 
amendment to be out of order. 

Mr. COBB. lL appeal from the decision of the 
Chair. 

‘The question was taken, ‘* Shall the decision of 
the Chair stand as the judgment of the committee ?”’ 
and it was agreed to. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I beg leaveto say, 
after careful investigation of this subject, if I were 
engaged in the iron manufacture, I would at this 
time be in favor of making railroad iron duty 
free. So far as American iron is concerned, there 
is nothing which can be done to extend their mar- 
ket so rapidly as by encouraging the construction 
Every mile of railroad that you open 
creates an immense demand for American iron; 
not only in the implements used in making the 
road in the construction of the cars and engines, 
but in all the auxiliaries that pertain to such im- 
provements. Every farm that isopened in conse- 
quence of the building of a railroad, makes a 
market for harrows, plows, @xes, rails, and for 
every other farming implement. Take one illus- 
tration of this kind—for it is impossible in a five 
minutes speech to go into much detail—take the 
case of the Illinois Central railroad, what a mar- 
ket, and a new market, does it not create for 
American iron! Every shanty that is put up re- 
quiresiron. Every additional horse that is brought 
into use increases the consumption of American 
iron. Every additional acre brought into cultiva- 
tion requires plows, harrows, hoes, spades, axes, 
nails, chains, wheel tires, boxes, and everything 
of that sort. I undertake to say that every mile 
of railroad made in thiscountry, creates a demand 
for American iron to a much larger extent than 
the mere amount of iron rails that is put down 
upon the road. Ifthe price of railroad iron is raised, 
by continuing a duty upon it, you obstruct or dela 
the construction of a single mile of railroad—there- 
by you injure the iron interest. If a mile of rail- 
road is not made in consequence of the high price 
of iron, the American manufacturer gains nothing 
in that case, as far as the rails are concerned, for 
they are not furnished, but he loses the incidental 
advantages I have alluded to. On the other hand, 
however, if in consequence of railroad iron being 
cheap, a road is made, which otherwise would not 
have been made, the American iron-master gets 
the incidental advantages and loses nothing. Now, 
sir, in thiscountry, we kgow that with most roads 
projected, it is a endh-olbind business in raising 
the money. Upon the difference in its cost of a 
few per cent. often depends whether the enter- 
prise is undertaken or not. In very many cases, 
in consequence of the want of means, the road is 
first laid down in a very frail manner. In the first 
instance, that they may get under way, they use 


Pc 


ri ly « ] . 
ot raiuroaus, 
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the flat rails; as soon as they can afford it, that 
rail is superseded by a thick flat rail, and then 
comes the T rail, &c. Upon a road of much bu- 
siness, I do not doubt that in the long run, high- 
priced American iron is cheapest; and upon roads 
that have the means, it will be generally used. 
But those that have not the means, cannot buy it 
atall. If, however, you encourage the construc- 
tion of railroads, as they become prosperous and 
their inferior iron used in the first instance begins 
to wear out, they will resort to American iron. 
So, by making inferior British railroad iron cheap, 
you benefit the American iron-master, not only in 
the incidental manner I first alluded to, but by 
constantly opening a market for raiis itself. ; 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. It seemsto 
me that the efforts which are now making are cruel 
and unjust to various classes of the American peo- 
ple. When theiron interest of this country was so 
depressed that the iron-masters were obliged to ex- 
tinguish their fires and turn forth their laborers 
upon the world, the gentleman from Viryinia, {[Mr. 
Bay ty,] and those who now act with him, refused 
to raise the duty and bring up iron to a living 
price. Now circumstances for a short period 
probably have raised it to remunerating prices, 
what is the object of the gentleman from Virginia, 
[Mr. Bayty?] Not to take off the duty on iron 
so as to relieve the mechanic, the farmer, the 
ship-builder, and everybody else, but to favor 
these corporations that have been built up by 
hundreds and thousands at the expense of the 
country, and to give to them the whole advantage. 
1 do not know how far this Congress are pre- 
pared to go for this policy. Iam glad to see that 
many of those who opposed the increase are now 
with becoming consistency opposed to the reduc- 
tion ot duties, and | am astonished to see that a 
portion of those upon this floor, who profess to be in 
favor of the protection of American industry, and 
are in favor of a judicious tariff, are here giving a 
vote to contradict their own principles and acts, 
and to make proclamation of it to the American 
people. | used to have great faith in Congress; 
but I shall place little faith in their professions 
hereafter, when I see New York and Ohio—not 
those States who are anti-protective, but those 
which profess to be protective—sustaining these 
measures to break down the very principles that 
they have professed, and which we believe to be 
essential to the interests of the country. Why 
are you relieving duties upon iron which will tend 
to oppress the farmer, the mechanic, the ship- 
builder, and favor the interests of immense cor- 
porations, whom, I beg to say, have become the 
rulers of this nation, and who sway the legisla- 
tion of this Hall? I hesitate not to say that if it 
were not for them, the legislation of the country 
would be different from what it is at present. I 
for my part shall trouble this committee and House 
no more. 

I have said in a few words what I intended to 
say. Those who have already paid the high du- 
ties—as they have in many of the States—are to 
be put upon a very different footing from those 
who have their railroads yet to construct. Why, 
at one time, when iron was highiest, Illinois paid 
high duties. I knew at thetimethere was a good 
duty upon railroad iron, because there was no 
railroad iron made in the United States. But ever 
since the manufacture of railroad iron in the Uni- 


ted States, there has been a duty paid upon it by | 


all. I venture to assert that the manufactories in 
the United States are amply sufficient to supply 
all the wants of this country, from Maine to Mis- 
souri, and beyond the Snowy Mountains. The 
idea now of encouraging the British to send in 
their iron when they are excluded by temporary 
circumstances, in the course of mercantile opera- 
tions, seems to me to be an endeavor both in favor 
of foreign power and foreign interest, which can 
hardl justified in the face of an intelligent com- 
munit¥. 

Mr. ALLISON. I ask the gentleman from 
Virginia to accept anamendment. { wish to in- 
sert the word ‘* sugars,’’ so that the duty will be 
repealed upon that article. 

Mr. BAYLY. I will accept the amendment of 
the gentleman with pleasure. 

Mr. ORR. Make the exemption apply to all 
imports of iron. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I would ask the 

, gentleman from Virginia to accept another modi- 
fiation of his amendment, and that is, after the 
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word ** railroad,’’ in the third line, to insert ‘* and 
other,’’ so as to make it read * railroad and other 
iron.”’ 

Mr. BAYLY. 
purpose of saying a few words. 
modification. 

{Cries of ** Question !’’ **Question!""] 

The question was taken upon the amendment 
as modified, and it was not agreed to 

Mr. CARTTER. 
the gentleman from Virginia, 
to five years. The condition 


+) 
t 


I only made my motion for 
I will accept the 


e 


I renew the motion made by 
extending the time 


at 


utry 


this time in reference to railroad iron, as | under- 
stand it, is this, as far as it affects juestion 
now pending before the committee: There is now 
an immense quantity of railroad mm being con- 


sumed in the United States, and the demand is 


rapidly increasing. A very sma ercentage of 
the railroad iron is manufactured in the United 
States. 

A Voice. Eighteen thousand t 

Mr. CARTTER. Eivhteen thousand tons 
—one twentieth part of the amor ned 
Pennsylvania claims the exclusive | or of man- 
ufacturing this small percentage; | Pe yl- 
vania, through the gentleman who ha t ken 
his seat, appeals in behalf of the iron i ests of 
his State to Congress to keep its hands « ratiroad 
ron. l desire to call the attention of ms com 
mittee to this consideration, and particularly the 


York and Ohio, and 
the West, that Pennsylvania, in open defiance of 
the spirit of the Constitution, in e of 


the fraternity of 


» fo ‘ 
Representatives of New all 


open denane 


States, has engaged in the 


mean 


and miserable work of attempting to fence the 
W est out from the East; that she has established 
railroad gages and ail the other embarrassments 
that mean legislation in Impose upon the I- 
merce of the country vat which is reported by 


railroad men as equivalent to fifty miles of trar 
portation upon every living man, and 
of merchandise that ere 
land which constitutes her dominion 
Erie. It is said that 
the giant interests of the 


every pound 
of 


Lake 


sses the narrow neck 


upon 


; y le ed avainst 
West, and struggled to 


sne has thu f 


raise up between hersisters of the West and the 
East this barrier that has given them ‘the misera- 
ble percentage of eighteen thousand tons of ire 
and a State, sir, that has so little confidence in her 
own capacity to manufacture ratire tiron that 
it is an historic truth—she has laid down British 
iron—— : 


{Here the hammer fell. | 

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania, addressed the 
committee in remarks which have been withheld 
by him for revision. He said that the 
from Ohio [Mr. Carrrer] was entirely mistaken 
in his facts. That gentleman had alleged very 
boldly that only eighteen thousand tons of rail- 
road iron were manufactured in Pennsy!vania, and 
that for this the whole West was to be prived of 
the opportunity of purchasing foreign iron. This 
was a great mistake. In his (Mr. F.’s) own dis- 
trict they had manufactured over thirty thousand 
tons of railroad iron this year. He knew this to 
be a fact: and in the State of Pennsylva 
of eichteen thousand they 
nearly eighty thousand tons of railroad iren this 
year. Ifthe present state of things continues, they 
will manufacture railroad tron, before the Pacific 
railroad is built, in New York, Virginia, Mary- 
land, Georgia, Tennessee—wherever the raw ma- 
terial is found. 

He contended that 
was sought to be perpetrated by the amendment— 
one that would strike down a great le 
est of the country—an interest which during the 
last year had paid over three millions of revenue 
into the public Treasury. How was it proposed 
to supply the deficit which the release of those 
duties would necessarily create? From 1831 to 
1842 there was no duty on railroad iron, and du- 
ring that period the Government lost over two mil- 
lions and a half of dollars. Who would be bene- 
fited by this amendment? Not the American 


gentieman 


nia, instead 


tons, manufactured 


a most outrarveons injustice 


aging inter- 


railroad companies; not the stockholders. They 
would not be benefited one dollar by it. All the 
benefit will go into the pockets of British manu- 
facturers. The experience of thecountry showed 


that this would be the case. [See Appendix.] 
Mr. HOUSTON. 


rise for the purpose of arresting debate upon this 
particular amendment. |! have to ask 


I move that the committee 


regret to 
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the committee to do it, but itis very evident that || 
we cannot get through the bill without it. 

The motron was agreed to. 

The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak- 
er having resumed the chair, the chairman (Mr. 
Srvuaar) reported that the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union had had the Union gen- 
erally under considerauon, and particularly the 
amendments of the Senate to the civil and diplo- 
matic appropriation bill, and had come to no res- 
olution thereon, 

Mr. HOUSTON. I move to suspend the rules 
to arrest the debate under the five-minute rule, in 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
on the eighty-fifih amendment of the Senate to the 
civil and diplomatic bul. 

The question was taken, and (two thirds voting 
in favor thereof) the motion was agreed to. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 

the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Srvarr i the chair,) and resumed the con- 
sideration of the amendments of the Senate tothe 
civil and diplomatic bill 


The CHAIRMAN. The question is on the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. 
Cantrer.} 

Mr. CARTTER. I ask the consent of the 


committee to modify my amendment so as to make 
the time one year. 

Mr. FULLER, of Pennsylvania. I object. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has a 
right to modify his amendment, and does modify 
it. 

Mr. CARTTER. I call for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Bocock and 
SuTHERLAND Were appointed, 

The question was then taken on Mr. Carrrer’s 
amendment, and the tellers reported—ayes 59, 
noes 85, 

So the amendment was rejected. 


The question was then taken upon the Senate 
amendment, and it was agreed to. 


Eighty-sixth amendment of the Senate: 

© [nsert the following : 

“Suc. 7. And be t further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to cancel 
any outstanding “ebenture bonds given previously to the 
Ist day of July, 1850, upon the importation of foreign coals: 
Provided, That the said coals have been exported to a for 
eign port or consumed upon the outward voyage, and shall | 
not have been consumed in the United States.’? 


The question was,taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was agreed to. 


Eighty-seventh amendment of the Senate: 

** Tnsert the following : 

‘Sec. 18. And heit further enacted, Thatthe third sec- 
tion of the act entitled ‘An act making appropriations for 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government for the 
year ending June 30, 1847, and forother purposes,’ approved 
August 10), 184%, be, and the same is hereby, revived and 
continued in force for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1854.” 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
of the Senate was agreed to. 


Eighty-eighth amendment of the Senate: 


* Ineert the following : 

Seo. lL. ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized to purchase 
at the current market price, any of the outstanding stocks 
of the United States as he may think most advisable, from 
any surplus funds in the Treasury: Provided, That the 
balance inthe Treasury shall not at any time be reduced 
below 36,000,000.”’ 


The question was taken, and theamendment of 
the Senate was agreed to. 


Eighty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 


* Insert the following : 

Sec. 12. 4nd be it further enacted, And it is hereby 
declared that the provision in these words : ‘ And for print- 
* ing the obituary notices of the decease of President Taylor, 
* said contractor shall be paid the actual cost, with a profit 
‘of twenty per centum, according to the second proviso of 
* the first section of the act making appropriations for the 
‘civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government, for the 
‘year ending the 30th of June, 1853, and for other purposes, 
‘in relation to priating,’ be, and the same is hereby, con- 
stvned to mean that the compensation for printing the obit- 
uasy natices of the decease of President Taylor shall be in 
addition to the sum of $50,000 allowed in the same section | 
to Thomas Ritchie, assignee of William M. Belt.” 


The question was taken, and the amendment of 
the Senate was not agreed to. 


Ninety te ninety-fifth amendments of the Sen- 1 
ate: " 


| designating its weight and fineness: 


** Insert the following : | 
“See. 12. And be it further enacted, Thatthe Secretary | 
of the Treasury is hereby authorized and required to estab- 
lists in the city of New York an office for the receipt and for 
tie melung, refining, parting, and assaying of gold and sil 
ver bullion andtoreign coin, and for casting the same into 
bars, ingots, or disks, ‘The Assistant Treasurer of the United 
States in New York shall be treasurer of the said assay of- 
fice, and the Secretary of the l'reasury shall, with the ap 
probation and consent of the President of the United States, 
appoint such other officers and clerks, and authorize the 
employment of such assistants, workmen, and servants as 
shall be necessary for the proper conduct and management 
of the said office, and of the business pertaining thereto, at 
such compensauon as shall be approved by the President: 
Provided, That the same shall not exceed that allowed for 
corresponding services under existing laws relating to the 
Mint of the United States and its branches. 

“Sec. 13, nd be u further enacted, ‘hat the owner or 
owners Of any gold or silver bullion, in dust or otherwise, 
or of any foreign coin, shall be entitled to deposit the same 
in the said office, and the treasurer thereof shall give a re- 
ceipt, stating the weight and deseription thereof, in the 
manover and under the regulations that are or may be pro- 
vided in hike cases of deposits at the Mint of the United 
States, with the teasurer thereof. And such bullion shall 
without delay be melted, parted, refined, and assayed, and 
the net value thereof, and of all foreign coins deposited in 
said office, shall be ascertained, and the treasurer shall 
thereupon forthwith issue his certificate of the net value 
thereot, payable in coins of the same metal as that deposited, 
either at the office of the Assistant Treasurer of the United 
States in New York, or at the Mint of the United States, 
at the option of the depositor, to be expressed in the cer 
tificate, which certificates shall be receivable at any time 
within sixty days from the date thereof, in payment of all 
debts due to the United States at the port of New York for 
the full sum therein certified. All gold orsilver bullion and 
foreign coin deposited, melted, parted, refined, or assayed, 
as aloresaid, shall, at the Option of the depositor, be cast in 
the said office into bars, ingots, or disks, either of pure 
metal or of standard fineness, (as the owner may prefer,) 
with a stamp thereon of such form and device as shall be 
prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, accurately 
Provided, That no 
ingot, bar, or disk shall be cast of less weight than five 
ounces, unless the same be of standard fineness, and of 
eilber one, two, or three ounces in weight. 

** And ail gold or silver bullion and foreign coin, intended 
by the depositor to be converted into the coins of the Uni- 
ted States, shall, as soon as assayed and its net value cer- 
tified as above provided, be transferred to the Mint of the 
United States under such directions as shall be made by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and at the expense of the 
contingent fund of the Mint, and shall there be coined. 

** And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby authorized, 
with the approval of the President of the United States, to 


make the necessary regulations for the adjustment of tbe | 


accounts between the respective officers, upon the transfer 
of any bullion or coin between the assay office, the Mint, 
and assistant treasurer in New York. 

“Sec. iM. 4nd he it further enacted, That the operations 
of melting, parting, refining, and assaying in the said office, 
shall be under the general directions of the Director of the 


Mint, in subordination to the Secretary of the Treasury ; | 


and it shail be the duty of the said Director to prescribe 
such regulations, and tu order such tests, as shall be requisite 
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Mr. MEADE. Then! move that the amend- 


ment be read. 

The CHAIRMAN. A majority cannot con- 
trol the question of reading, but it can the ques- 
tion of adopting the amendment. 


Mr. FLORENCE, Well, vote down the 
amendment. 
Mr. ORR. I think that is a very hard rule to 


enforce when the amendments are not printed. | 
hope the gentleman from Georgia will withdraw 
his objection. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I insist on my objection 
and then gentlemen will have to keep their seats 
and listen to amendments when they are read. 

Mr. ORR. Those of us who are trying to hear 
are not responsible for the disorder of other gen- 
tlemen. Does the gentleman wait us to vote upon 
propositions that we cannot understand? 

Mr. STEPHENS. I kept my seat and heard 
the amendment. 

Mr. ORR. I tried to hear it, and I hope the 
Clerk will report the amendment again. 

Great confusion prevailed in the Hall. 

The CHAIRMAN. It is in the power of the 
Chair to suspend all business unless gentlemen 
will preserve order. The Chair does not wish to 
be considered severe, and he trusts that every 
gentleman will appreciate his motives when he in- 
sists on order being preserved in the Hall, so that 


_we may do the business of the country under- 


standingly. 
The Clerk then again reported the amendment, 
Mr. ORR. I do not beheve the amendment can 
be so amended as to make it a proper one. | hope 


| the whole matter will be voted down. 


to insure faithfulness, accuracy, and uniformity in the op- | 


erations of the said office 
Sec. 15. dnd be it further enacted, That the laws of 


the United States for the government of the Mint and its i| 
| Officers in relation to the receipt, payment, custody of de- 
posits, and settlement of accounts, the duties and responsi- | 


bilities of officers and others employed therein, the oath to 
be taken and the bond and sureties to be given by them, (as 
far as the same may be applicable,) shall extend to the assay 
office hereby established, and to its officers, assistants, 
clerks, workmen, and others employed therein. 

Sec. 16. nd he it further enacted, That the same 


charges shall be made and demanded at the said assay office | 


for refining, parting, casting into bars, ingots, or disks, and | 


for alloy, as are, or shall be, made and demanded at the 
Mint; and no other charges shall be made to depositors 
than by law are authorized to be made at the Mint; and the 
amount received from the charges hereby authorized shall 
be accounted for and appropriated for defraying the contin- 
gent expenses of the said office. 

“Sec. 17. nd be it further enacted, That the Secretary 
of the Treasury is authorized to procure by rent, lease, or 
otherwise, a building or apartments in the city of New 
York, suitable for the operations of said office, unless he 
shall be of opinion that suitable apartments in the custom- 
house in that city may be assigned for this purpose. And 
he is also hereby authorized and directed to procure the 
necessary machinery and implements for the carrying on 
the operations and business of the said office. ”? 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
had voted upon that. 
The CHAIRMAN. This is another amend- 


| ment appertaining to the same subject. 


Mr. FLORENCE, I demand tellers, 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. G 
and SuTHERLAND were appointed. 

Mr. ORR. Read the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


ENOW 


|| again reported. 


Mr. STEPHENS. | object to the reading. If 
gentlemen will not retain their seats and keep 
uiet while amendments are being read, all of 
these amendments may have to be read over twice. 

Mr. MEADE. Can a majority control this 
question? 


The CHAIRMAN. Yes. 


[A message was here received from the Senate, by 
the hands of Assury Dicks, its Secretary, in- 
forming the House that the Senate had concurred 
in the report of the Committee of Conference upon 
the bill to supply deficiencies in the appropriations 
for the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 1853. 

That the Senate had agreed to the report of the 
Committee of Conference upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the bill of the Senate 
(No. 586) ** to extend preémption rights to unsur- 
veyed land, and for other purposes;’’ and 

That the Senate had agreed to the amendments 
of the House to the bill of the House (No. 7) ‘to 
provide for the survey of the public lands in Cali- 
fornia, the granting of donation privileges therein, 
and for other purposes.’’ 

Mr. CARTTER. I desire to know whether 
we are to adopt this long amendment, with all 
these sections and provisions, without any investi- 
gation upon the part of the House, and without a 
word of explanation from any one? 

The CHAIRMAN. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. BROOKS. en order to give me an oppor- 
tunity for a word of explanation, I move to strike 
out the following proviso: 

‘* Provided, That the same shall not exceed that allowed 
for corresponding services under existing laws relating to 
the Mint of the United States and its branches.” 

Mr. Chairman, I desire to state to this commit- 
tee that this amendment provides for nothing but 
an assay office in the city of New York. It is 
hardly worth while to go into an explanation of 
all these provisions. They comprise the usual 
details of an assay office, known to everybody, 


|| and nothing else. It provides for seigniorage, but 


Ithought we 


The amendment will be | 


does not charge the Government. In point of 
fact, that seigniorage will bring revenue into the 
Treasury, rather than take it out. I have nothing 


| more to say in relation to it. 


The question now being upon the adoption of 
the amendment to the amendment, 

Mr. BROOKS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. DUNHAM. I move to amend by striking 
out the last.clause, which makes a continuous ap- 
propriation. 

[Cries of ** Too late !’’ 

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair decides that 
the gentleman’s amendment comes too late. 

The question was then taken, and the tellers 
reported—ayes 71, noes 65. 

So the amendment of the Senate was concurred 
in by the committee. @ 

Ninety-seventh amendment of the Senate: 

* Insert the following: 


‘* Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That for the pur- 
pose of obtaining the needful information, and for carrying 
into effect the object of the resolution of the Senate passed 
January 19, 1853, a suin not exceeding $10,000 be, and the 


‘ same is hereby, appropriated, to be expended under the di- 
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rection of the Secretary of the Treasury, and paid from any | 
ney in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.’? 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I think we had | 
better reject that amendment. | 

Mr. CARTTER. I presume if the committee | 
were to hear the resolution to which this amend- | 
ment refers read, they would concur in it. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

‘< Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be required 
so have prepared aud submitted to the Senate, at its next 
ession, ageneral revenue law, with the view ofsuperseding 
) existing laws on the subject, and which shall embrace | 
al] needful provisions for regulating the foreign and domes 
tic commerce of the United States in American and foreign 
vessels; the assessing and coliecting of the duties connect- 
ed with the same, including fees of al! kinds, tonnage 
duty, and light-money ; the registering, enrolling, and licens 
the number, duties, and emoluments of cus- 
tom house officers and employees of every kind; the levy- 
jing and remission of penalties, fines, and forfeitures; the 
service of the revenue marine in all its details; and pro- 
viding generally for the due performance of all the duties, 
of every description, connected with the revenue service 
in all its branches and details, including all the requisite 
official forms to be observed in the transaction of custom- 
house business. 

‘¢ Resolved further, That in the preparation of the said 
revenue code, or law, it shall be distinctly shown what are 
the provisions of existing laws which are retained ; what, 
if any, portion of said existing laws are omitted; and what | 
new provisions or additions are made.” | 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to strike 
out ‘* $10,000” in the amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, it is the duty of Congress to 
prepare the revenue laws and pass them. It is | 
the duty of the Executive officers of the Govern- 
ment to execute those laws, and I cannot see the | 
necessity or propriety of appropriating $10,000 
for the Executive officers of the Government to 
prepare a bill which it is the business of Congress 
to prepare and pass, if it is necessary that it 
should be passed at all, 

Mr. BROOKS. That resolution was introduced | 
into the Senate by a Senator from Maine, [Mr. | 
THiamutn,]} and when it came before the Committee | 
on Ways and Means, | did not hear any opposi- 
tion toit. The revenue laws of ghe country are 
now comprised in two large volumes, and consist 
ofall the laws upon the subject which have been 
passed during along series of years; many of them 
are conflicting upon the subject of refunding du- 
ties, in consequence of which the country is sub- 

jected to a very large cost every year, but the 


m 


t 


ing of vessels 5 


country does not feel it, because direct appropria- || 
’ || order. 


tions are not made out of the Treasury for that 
purpose. Now, this resolution provides for some- 
thing like a codification of the existing laws to be 
presented to the ensuing Congress, and if carried 
out by a faithful man, it will result in a great 
saving to the country, and do great good. I tell this 
committee that it will be the most economical ap- 
propriation Congress ever made, if it results in the 
adoption of a code of revenue laws, which even 
l and commercial men can understand, for 





lawyers 
they are now so conflicting that it is impossible | 
for any one to understand them. I hope the Sen- | 
ate amendment will prevail. 

The question was then taken, and Mr. Jones’s | 
amendment was disagreed to by the committee. 

Mr. EVANS. I move to reduce the appropri- | 
ation contained in the Senate amendment $3,000. 

Mr. Chairman, | think there is something more 
in that amendment than would appear from the 
reading of it. I agree with the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. Jones] that it is not best for this 
Congress to pay one of the Executive officers of | 
this Government $10,000 merely for the purpose | 
of reducing the existing laws to an intelligible | 
form. That is not the object of this resolution in 
my opinion; and if it is carried out it will extend 
a great deal further than it now shows upon its 
face. I hope it will be rejected. 

The question now being upon the adoption of 
the amendment to the Senate amendment, 

Mr. EVANS, by unanimous consent, with- | 
drew his amendment. 

Mr. CABLE, of Ohio. 
mittee do now rise. 

The question was put, and the motion was not 
agreed to. 

The question then recurred upon concurring in | 
the Senate amendment, and being taken, the 


amendment was non-concurred in by the com- 
mittee, 


Ninety-eighth amendment of the Senate: 

“* Tnsert the following: 

‘Sec. —. And be it further enacted, That under the act 
for the benefit of Amos Proctor, approved the 17th of June, 
1644, the legal representatives of the said Proctor are enti- 
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tled to one half of one moiety, being one quarter of the ap- 
praised value of the goods therein mentioned, as having 
been seized and libeled on his information.”’ 


The question was taken, and the amendment 
was concurred in by the committee. 

Ninety-ninth amendment of the Senate: 

*‘ Tnsert the following : 

“Sec. 15. nd be & further enacted, That there be 
placed at the disposal of the President of the United States 
the sum of $20,000, to enable him to compensate Clark 
Mills for the execution of the equestrian statue of Andrew 
Jackson, recently placed upon the public square in the city 
of Washington, north of the Executive Mansion, and to 
make the same the property of the United States, and that 
said sum be paid under the direction of the President out 
of any money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
when a clear and satisfactory title to said statue shail be 
vested in the United States: Provided, That the sum of 
$10,000 thereof be invested for the family of said Mills, and 
after his death to be given to such children of said Mills as 
may survive him.” 


Mr. SWEETSER. I desire to makean inqui- 
ry in relation to this amendment. 
by some gentlemen that we have already made an 
appropriation for this same purpose. 
know whether this ts the fact ? 


The question was put upon concurring in the | 


Senate amendment, and upon a division 52 
in the affirmative. 

Mr. POLK. 
in that amendment. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Jones of 
Tennessee, and Harris of Alabama, were ap- 
pointed. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
taining what are the facts in relation to this mat- 
ter, [ move to reduce the appropriation $1,000. A 
certain sum has been appropriated this session to 
pay Mr. Mills for that statue. It is now suggest- 
ed to me, that it was to pay the original subscri- 
bers, and to buy the statue of them. I want to 
know what the factis. If he has not been paid I 
am willing to pay him liberally. 

Mr. DEAN. Theappropriation which has been 
made this session, was made upon the motion of 
the gentleman from North Carolina, [Mr. Vena- 
BLE,| and was for the purpose solely of comple- 
ting the pedestal. Individuals have paid $12,000 


rose 


| towards that statue, and Mr. Mills is in debt 


$7,000, besides having expended all his time since 


1848. 

Mr. McMULLIN. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [hope the gentleman from 
New York will be permitted to proceed in his 
statement. I had the impression, but [ may be 
wrong, that independent of this appropriation 

Mr. McMULLIN. I rise to a question of 
order. The committee was dividing, and it is not 
competent to discuss any question. 

The CHAIRMAN. The committee was not 
dividing. 
not taken their places. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Some gentlemen tell me 
that individuals contributed $15,000, and others 
that it was only $12,000. 

Mr. DEAN. This amendment provides that it 
shall not be paid until a clear title is vested in the 
United States. 
public grounds. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 





I am not willing to pay 


| anything to those who subscribed. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. At a former ses- 
sion of Congress there were $3,000 appropriated 
for the pedestal. There was an item placed in 
the deficiency bill for a deficiency for building that 
pedestal, upon the motion of the gentleman from 


| North Carolina, at the present session of Con- 


I move that the com- || 


gress. With the exception of some cannon, which 

were cast into the statue, those are the only ap- 

propriations made by Congress for that work. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. My object was to ascer- 


It is supposed | 


I desire to | 


OBE. 


= = 


I ask for tellers upon concurring | 


For the purpose of ascer- 
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and then have them convey the title to the United 
States. If that is the object of this amendment, I 
am unwilling to vote for it. If it is for Mills’s 
benefit, | am willing to support it 

Mr. POLK. 1 will state for the information of 
the House, that, as I understand it, this whole 
appropriation ts for the benefitof Mr. Mills alone, 
and it 1s to result to the benefit of no other person 
whatever. lam willingthat a proviso to that ef- 
fect should be incorporated in the act. I ask the 
American Congress if they can see a work of such 
art, of such merit, and refuse to grant a small 
pittance to the artist, who has for seven long years 
devoted his time, attention, and genius to it? It 
ornaments our grounds, it reflects credit upan the 
country, yet you let the artist, whose labors you 
appropriate, starve. If you have the hearts of 
patriots, you cannotand you will not do it, 

The question was then taken upon the amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Haven, and it was not agreed 
to. 

Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania. I move to 
add the words, ‘‘and no part of this sum shall 
ever be paid to the original subscribers.” Tam 
willing to pay the artist, and to encourage genius. 
But a parcel of men get together, from patriotic 
motives, no doubt, and a little for glory, and give 
their money to raise a statue to one whom all re- 
spected. Let them remain with that glory upen 
them; let them not meanly, now when they have 
had the credit of originating this work, come back 
and allow their motives to be impugned by taking 
their money back. This kind of sycophancy is 
too common already in this nation, and allow me 
to say, I think it is corrupting. lt every day see 
presents made to men in office under the Adminis- 
tration, not to bribe it is true. I[ see horses and 
carriages given. TI see annuities settled upon yeur 
functionaries for life—not to gain favor, that would 
be beneath them—and yet, sir, these people all 
have business with these high functionaries. 
When Lord Bacon received presents, while he was 
Lord Chancellor—I do not say that he made any 
bargain to decide in favor of the denors, yet he 
received the bags of gold and horses and chartots:— 
but the British Parliament, the House of Lords, 
called it bribery, tore from him the insignia of his 


— _— a 


| order, degraded him from his high office, and im- 


I call the gentleman to | 


Tellers were appointed, but they had | 


It has only been placed in the 


tain the facts, as there seemed to bea difference | 


of opinion among members of the committee. 
Mr. JONES. 


| hope the amount will not be appropriated. 
The amendment to the amendment was, by 


unanimous consent, withdrawn. 
Mr. HAVEN. Ifthe amendment is withdrawn, 


| I propose to reduce the appropriation $1,000. I 


| statue shall be given to the United States. 


move the amendment simply for the purpose of 
saying to the House, that the amendment proposes 
that upon paying this $20,000, a good title to the 
The 
thing that troubles me is this: I do not see how 
the title is to be got unless it is by paying to the 


posed upon him ruinous fines. 

In my judgment, this thing, of which I have 
spoken, is the most corrupting system that ever 
grew up inany nation, and [| trust it will receive 
a check. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I agree with the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania in most of his remarks, 
but I do not see how they apply to the proposition 
before the committee. 

I think | can make an explanation satisfactory 
to the House in reference to this amendment. It 
is not contemplated that any portion of this sum 
shall go to reimburse those who originally con- 
tracted with Mr. Mills for the erection of this 
statue. He agreed four a certain sum of money to 
put up an equestrian statue of Jackson. He ex- 
hausted that sum, and lacked some six or seven 
thousand dollars of having the amount required 
to erect it. That was advanced to him by gentle- 
men who had confidence in the instincts of his own 
genius that the work was practicable. He did 
accomplish the work. If this appropriation is 
passed, Mr. Mills will pay those gentlemen who, 
from their private purses, advanced him the 
money to complete the work. He owes that 
sum, it having been loaned to him after he had 
expended all the money for which he originally 
contracted to make it. Not one dollar is proposed 
to be given to the Jackson Democratic Associa- 
tion, or to the individuals with whom he originally 
contracted for making the statue. Tothe proviso 
I have no objection; and | think this statement 


| ought to satisfy the House. 


I am opposed to it myself, and | 


The amendment of Mr. Stevens was agreed 
to. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question ia upon the 
amendment of the Senate as amended. 

Mr. McMULLIN. What is the sum pro- 

osed ? F 

The CHAIRMAN. Twenty thousand dollars, 

Mr. McMULLIN. I ask for the reading of 
the amendment. 

The amendment was accordingly read, as above 
inserted. 


Mr. McMULLIN. 


Is it in order to move an 


original subscribers the money they advanced, || amendment? 

























































































Fide ANORG 


om 


Ce gee le 


wey sok epee 


’ ee aS : 


a; 


CORMIER 


- 


ares 


ir es 


TR ee 


tee 


a 


- 
-_ 


1052 


Mr. HOUSTON. If my friend from Virginia 
is going to continue this debate, I shall move that 
the committee rise, with a view of moving, in the 
House, to close debate upon this amendment. 

Mr. SWEETSER. I call the gentleman from 
Alabama to order. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am not going to discuss 
this matter. I am anxious to get through with it, 
as the enrolling clerks are waiting for the action 
of the House upon the report of a committee of 
conterence, 

Mr. MeMULLIN. I move to amend by stri- 
king out $5,000 trom the appropriation. 

Mr. Chairman, I beg the attention of the com- 
mittee for two or three minutes, for [ will not con- 

aume five in my remarks upon this subject. It 
has been stated that an appropriation of 3,000 
was made last session to finish the pedestal of the 
It is now stated by the gentleman from 
Kentucky [Mr. Breckinrince| that Mr. Mills 
has incurred a debt of $6,000. | ask the commit- 
ee if they intend to make this appropriation to 
Mr. Mills as a gratuity? Some gentlemen say 
** Most certainly.”’ | say most certainly not. 
Gentlemen put your handsinto your own pockets 
to pay Mr. Mills, and I will give as liberally as 
any Of you. 


Statue, 


{ do not desire to detain the committee, but 
The 
I consider 
$15,000 as more than sufficient to pay him, but I 
am willing to go that far. 


wish a direct vote upon the proposition. 
committee understands the question. 


‘The question was then taken on the amendment 
Vir. MeMeuuw, and it was not agreed to. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question recurs upon 
the Senate amendment as amended. 

Mr. STANLY. I ask that the amendment may 
be read, 

A Member. 
Limes, 

Mr. STANLY. I was out upon a committee 
of conference, and I havea right to know what 
itis, 

‘The amendment was accordingly read, as above 
inserted, 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment 
of the Senate as amended, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The Committee of Confer- 
ence on the disagreeing votes of the two Houses 
on the deficiency bill, are ready to make their re- 
port, and that they may do so, | move that the 
committee informally rise, 


ol 


It has been read a number of 


the words ‘for at any assay office of the United States.”’ 
Strike out the proviso in lines 8,9, and 10, of said House 
amendment, and after the word “ fineness,’’ at the end of 
said House amendment, add the words ‘‘ and the said act 
entitled ‘An act amendatory of existing laws relative to the 
half dollar, quarter dollar, dime, and half dime,’ shall take 
effect and be in full force from and after the lstday of April, 
1833, anything therein to the contrary notwithstanding.’ ” 


The following shows in detail the effect of the 
action of the committee: 

Senate amendments from the disagreement to 
which the House recedes, viz: 

Fourth amendment: 


‘*Srike from the sollowing paragraph all after the words 
6 $95,000 :? 





‘** For completing the work of the Seventh Census, and 
to prepare the same for publication, $25,000; out of which 
the Superintendent of the Census shail be allowed a com 
pensation at the rate of 83,000 per annum, from the time his 
salary as Secretary of the Census Board ceased.”’ 

Eighth amendment: 

** Insert after line 11 on page 5, as follows: 

‘* For compensation to an assistant day-watchman of the 
General Post{Office, from the 15th of September, 1852, un- 
til the 30th of June, 1853, $475.’ 

Senate amendments from which the Senate re- 
cedes, viz: 

Ninth amendment: 


** Add after these words: ‘For expenses of the Board 
of<Visitors at the Military Academy, $557 83,’ the fol 
lowing: 

And that hereafter the salary of the master of the sword 
atthe Military Academy (West Point) shall be at the rate 
of $1,200 per annuin.’? 


Amendments of the House to Senate amend- 
ments in which the Senate con@irs: 


Amend third Senate amendment, which is as 
follows: 

“Add alter these words: ‘for the extension of the United 
States Capitol, 8400,000,° the following : 

‘Provided, That so much of former appropriations for 
the extension of the Capitol as remains unexpended, and 
the appropriation now made, or which may hereafter be 
made for that object, shail be disbursed by the Commis 
sioner of Public Buildings, under such regulations as the 
President of the United States may prescribe ; said Com- 
missioner’s accounts tor such disbursement to be audited 
and paid at the Treasury in the same manner as the ac- 
counts of other civil officers charged with the disbursement 
of public money. 
the President his disbursements and proceedings in time to 
be presented to Congress at the commencement of each 


| annual session and at any other time when required: Pro- 


‘The question was taken, and the motion was | 


avreed to, 


‘The committee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 


resumed the chair. 


DEFICIENCY RILL—CONFERENCE. 


The Committee of Conference made the follow- | 


ing report: 


The Committee of Conference on the disagreeing votes 
of the two Houses on the bill (H.R. No. 335) “to supply 
deficiencies in the appropriations for the service of the fis 
cal year ending the J0th of June, 1853,’ have met, and after 
full and free conference, have agreed to recommend, and 
do recommend to the respective Houses as follows: 

That the House of Representatives do recede from its 
disagreement to the 4th and &th amendments of the Senate. 

That the Senate recede from its 9th amendment. 

‘That the Senate concurin the amendments of the House 
of Representatives to the Jd, Sth, llth, and l4th amend 
ments of the Senate. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to the pro- 
vision contained in the 24th line of the 10th amendment of 
the Senate, and that the Senate concur in the other and ad- 


| 
| 


vided further, That no part of this appropriation shall be 
expended for any purpose during the present quarter of the 
fiscal year.” 

“strike out the words ‘ by the Commissioner of Public 
Suildings.’ 


i} 


And said Commissioner shall report to | 


** Atter word £ prescribe,’ strike out the words ‘ said Com- 


missioner,’ and insertin lieu thereof. the word ‘ the.’ 
ort 


From the words ‘ and said Commissioner shall report to 


the President, &c., strike out the word * Commissioner,’ 


| and insert in lieu thereof, the words ‘ disbursing agent.’ 


** Strike out the whole of the proviso.”’ 
Amend fifth Senate amendment, which reads as 
follows: 


** Strike out of the following paragraph all down to the 
word *‘ under,’ and in lieu thereof insert these words: * To 


| enable the Clerk of the House of Representatives to pay for 


ditional amendments of the House to the said 10th amend- | 


ment of the Senate. 


That the Senate recede from the Ist, 2d, 5th, 8th, 13th, 


and 20th clauses of its 13th amendment. 

Thatthe House recede from its disagreement to the 22d 
clause of the 13th amendment of the Senate. 

That the Senate concur inthe amendments of the House 
to the 6th and 23d clauses of its 13th amendment. 

That the Senate agree to the House amendment to the 
124th clause of its 13th amendment, with an amendment as 
follows: in line 25 of page 3, strike out the word ‘“‘as,”’ and 
insert “ whieh.’ 

That the Senate agree to the House amendment to the 
16th clause of its 13th amendment with an amendment as 
follows: 
tained in lines from 7 to 18 inclusive. 

That the Senate recede from so much of its 15th amend- 
ment as is contained in the &th section. 

That the House recede from its disagreement to so much 
of the loth amendment of the Senate as is contained in the 
6th section. 

That the Senate concur in the House amendment of so 
mueh of the 15th amendment of the Senate as is contained 
in the 4th section. 

That the Senate concur in the House amendment of so 
much of the Lith amendment of the Senate asis contained 
in the 7th section, with the following amendments: after 
the word * thereof ’’ in line 3 of House amendment, insert 


certain books ordered forits Library:”? 

**'To pay for the Congressional Globe and Appendix, and 
the Annals of Congress, ordered forthe use of the Congres- 
sional Library, under the resolution of the House of Sep- 
tember 28, 1850, $4,500.” 

W ords substituted by the House for said amend- 
ments of the Senate, in which the Senate concur, 
VIZ: 

** To pay for the Congressional Globe and Appendix, and 
the Annals of Congress, ordered for the use of the Library 
of the House of Representatives.”’ 

The eleventh amendment of the Senate, viz: 

** Insert after line 2, on page 11, the following: 


** For clerk bire at the legation of the United States at | 


London for one year, $800; and that there be allowed and 
paid to Captain Hiram B. Bangs, master of the American 
bark Rienzi, or to his assignee, the sum of $608, being the 
amount contracted to be paid to him by the American con- 


| sul at Gibraltar, for transporting to the United States nine 
| teen prisoners, captured in Cuba and carried to Spain, who 
were not American citizens, subject to any deduction that 


may be proper for any advances on account of such trans- 
portation that may have been made to him by said consul ; 


and that there be allowed and paid to Horatio I. Sprague, | 


| consul as aforesaid, the sum of $533 34, with interest thereon 


strike out the 2d clause of said amendment con- | 


| 
} 
al 


from the 19th April, 1852, being for expenses incurred by 
him in taking care of and providing for said prisoners, under 
the direction of the American Minister at Madrid. The 
foregoing respective sums to be paid out of the appropria- 
tions formerly made for bringing American citizens, pris- 
oners in Spain, to the United States; and if there be nota 
sufficiency thereof unexpended, then any additional amount 


necessary is hereby appropriated out of any money in the | 


Treasury not otherwise appropriated.”’ 
House amendment to the eleventh amendment 
of the Senate, in which the Senate concur: 


‘* Strike out all of the eleventh amendment of the Senate 
after the words: ‘ For clerk hire at the legation of the United 


| 
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March 2, 


| States at London, for one year, $800,’ and in lieu thereof 
insert the following: 


“ For relief of such of the Cuban prisoners, not citizens 


| of the United States, as were pardoned by the Queen of 


| total, 8335 45.? 


Spain, and sent outof her dominions by the United State 
Minister at Madrid and the American Consul at Gibraltar 
$713 34.” : 

Fourteenth amendment of the Senate: 

*¢ Add after these words: 

Sec. 3. and be it further enacted, That hereafter no 
books shall be distributed to members of Congress, except 
such as are ordered to be printed, as public documents, by 
the Congress of which they are members, the following: ~ 

** Provided, That this section shall not prohibit or inter- 
fere with the distribution to members who have heretofore 
received books under an order of either House, of the re. 
maining volumes or parts, so as to complete the sets of which 
they have received part.”’ 

Amendment of the House to the above amend. 


ment of the Senate, in which the Senate concur, 
VIZ: 

** Add the following: 

‘‘ Por paying expenses of David Dale Owen’s geological 
report, from Philadelphia to Washington, for one hundred 
and seventeen boxes and porterage, $99 45; for insurance, 
#90 ; for freight on one hundred and seventeen boxes, $146 ; 


8 


Amendment to Senate amendment from which 
the House recedes, viz: 
“From the following clause of the tenth amendment of 


the Senate strike out ‘ $36,600,’ and insert in lieu thereof 
€ $20,000 :? 


** For clerks of President of the Senate and committees, 
draughtsman, fireman in crypt, and other miscellaneous 


items, $36,600.°? 


Amendments of the House to Senate amend- 
ments in which the Senate concurs, viz: 

** Amend thetenth amendment of the Senate by adding 
the following: 

* For the printing of the Senate for the first session of 
the Thirty-second Congress, $14,533. 

** For the printing of the House of Representatives for the 
first session of the Thirty-second Congress, $25,570. 

‘* For the printing of the Senate for the second session of 
the Thirty-second Congress, $37,463. 

** For the printing of the House of Representatives for the 





second session of the Thirty-second Congress, $56,194 ; the 


| same having been executed and to be executed by the pub- 


jie printer under the provisions of the act entitled * An act 
to provide for executing the public printing, and establish- 
ing the prices thereof, and for other purposes,’ approved 
August 26, 1852.” 

The Ist, 2d, 5th, 8th, 13th, and 20th clauses of 
the thirteenth amendment of the Senate, from 


| which it recedes, viz: 


First clause: 

“¢ For pavment of arrearages due to the chief clerk of the 
Bureau of Yards and Docks, on account of salary, as pro- 
vided by the act of 3d March, 1851, restoring the same to 
that paid the chief clerk of the late Navy Board, $1,766.” 


Second clause: 


*¢ For arrearages due to the chief clerk of the Bureau of 
Construction, Equipment, and Repairs, on account of sal- 
ary, commencing with the fiscal year 1851, the sum of $600; 


| and that the salary of the chief clerk of that bureau shall 


hereafter be $1,700 per annum.”’ 
Fifth clause: 

*¢ For services rendered by the clerk in the General Land 
Office charged with the superintendence of the Chickasaw 
Indian business, from the 23d of May, 1837, to the 28th of 
February, 1851, at $250 per anoum, $3,437 50.”’ 


Eighth clause: 

‘s Por the erection of the necessary building for making 
and providing gas and fitting the pipes for distributing it at 
the Naval Academy at Annapolis, $2,500.” 

Thirteenth clause: 

** For providing proper foundations for the custom-house 
at San Francisco, authorized by the sixth section of the 


| act entitled ‘ An act to supply deficiencies in the appropri- 


ations for the service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of 


June, 1852,’ and in addition to the sum of $40,000 hereto- 








fore appropriated, $25,000.”? 

Twentieth clause: 

** For additional allowance to E. S. Norris, the sum of 
$2,260 34, and to George R. Stuntz the sum of $1,958 50, 


+ 


| additional allowance made to them as deputy surveyors 


under the surveyor general of Wisconsin and Lowa, and in 
accordance with the recommendations and estimates of the 
Commissioner of the General Land Office and the Secretary 


| of the Interior, dated respectively on the 11th and 14th of 


February, 1853.’ 

Twenty-second clause of the thirteenth amend- 
ment of the Senate, from the disagreement to which 
the House recedes, viz: 


‘‘ For the services of astrikerin the shop of the Delaware 
Indians, from August 1, 1823, to August 31, 1826 ; and for 
the services of a smith and striker in the shop of the Sene- 
eas and Shawnees of Lewistown, from |7th of November, 
1833, to 15th of February, 1838, deducting all amounts paid 
for such service during said period ; and for balance due for 
services on Seneca Mill dam, as estimated for by the prop- 
er Departments, $2,229.”’ 


Amendment of the House to second and twenty- 
third clauses of the thirteenth amendmend of the 
Senate, in which the Senate concur: 

Sixth clause of the thirteenth amendment of the 
Senate, viz: 
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, supply a deficiency in the contingent expenses of 


*) : of the Secretary of the Treasury for the fiscal 
vear ending 3Uth of June, 1853, $5,000.” 

House amendment to the above, viz: 

« Strike out § $5,000,’ and in lieu thereor, insert ‘84,550,”? 

Twenty-third clause of the thirteenth amend- 
ment of the Senate, viz: 


«For compensation of members of the House of Repre- 
sentatives, for the year ending 30th June, 1853, in addi- 
tion to appropriations heretofore made, $3,840.” 


House amendment to the above clause, viz: 


Strike out the words ‘members of the House of Rep 
resentatives forthe year ending 30th June, 1853, in addition 
to appropriations heretofore made,’ and in lieu thereof in- 
tollowing: 

«« Five members of the Touse of Representatives appointed 
a committee Of investigation upon ailthe tacts touching the 

tion of Thomas Corwin, Secretary of the Treasury, 
with the Gardiner claim, and authorized to sit during the 
recess between the first and second sessions of the present 
Congress, the sum of,”? 





sert the 


nnec 


Amendment of the House to the twelfth clause 
of the thirteenth amendment of the Senate, in 
which the Senate concurs with an amendment. 

Twelfth clause of the thirteenth amendment of 
the Senate, viz: 

‘ For laying out and graveling the roads and walks, pur 
chasing ‘manure and trees, and seeding down in grass, the 
square south ofthe President’s House, $12,000,” 

House amendment to twelfth clause of the thir- 
teenth amendment of the Senate, viz: 


And for paying any balance as may be due for work 
>and performed;” 





In which the Senate agree with the following 
amendment, viz: 

Substitute the word ** which”? for ** as.”’ 

The amendment of the House to the sixteenth 
clause of the thirteenth amendment of the Senate, 
in which the Senate concurs with an amendment, 
follows: 

Sixteenth clause of the thirteenth amendment of 
the Senate, viz: 


18 as 


‘* For the reappropriation of 8754 40, being a portion of 
the amount heretofore appropriated for the erection of a 
custom-house at Eastport, Maine, and carried to the sur- 
plus fund on the 30th June, 1852.” 


House amendment to the above clause, viz: 


\nd that the unexpended balance of the appropriation 
by the act of June 19, 1834, ‘for payment of the Georgia 
militia,’ &e., which has passed by subsequent acts into the 
surplus fund, be and the same is hereby reappropriated.”? 

‘For the reappropriation of the balance of an appropri 
ation made by the act of 27th April, 1816, as prize money 
due to the captors of the Algerine vessels taken by the 
American squadron under the command of Commodore 
Decatur, and afterwards restored to the Dey of Algiers, 
$128 73, to be paid to Sarah Morris, only heir of Robert 
Mitchell, deceased, late amidshipman on board of the Uni 
ted States ship Guerriere, as the share of the said Robert 
Mitchell, in the prize money aforesaid.” 


In which the Senate concurs, by strikine out 


the latter clause which has reference to prize 
money. 


The section of the fifteenth amendment of the 
Senate from which the Senate recedes, viz: 


‘Sec. 8 


8. And be it further enacted, That the sum of 
$300,000 be paid to the State of California, out of any mon 

eysin the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be ap- 
plied to the expenses of the State Government prior to the 
admission of California into the Union as a State.’ 


The section of the fifteenth amendment of the 


Senate, from a disagreement to which the House 
recedes: 


“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That nothing in the 
provisions of the act entitled ‘ An act to establish a branch 
ofthe Mintof the United States in California,’ shall be con- 
strued s0 as to prohibit the appointment of the assayer therein 
authorized betore the execution of the contract for, and the 
completion of, the branch Mint buildings therein author- 
ized; but that the President is hereby empowered to ap 
point, inthe manner prescribed by that act, an assayer for 
said branch Mint in anticipation of the completion and es 
tablishment thereof; that the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby authorized to procure, by rent or lease, a building or 
apartnents, and to lease, purchase, or rent machinery in the 
city of San Francisco, suitable for the receipt, melting, and 
assay of deposits of gold, in dust or otherwise, and for the 
custody of gold coin; and that thereupon, the office of the 
treasurer of the branch Mint aforesaid, ex officio assistant 
treasurer of the United States, as wel! as the office of the 
assayer thereof, shail be established in such building or 
apartinents until such time as the said branch Mint shall be 
completed. That the owners of gold bullion, in dust or 
otherwise, shall be entitled to deposit the same with the 
treasurer aforesaid, who shall give a receipt, stating the 
weight and description thereof; and the said treasurer 
shall, from time to time, deliver such bullion to the assayer 
herein authorized, whose duty it shall be to melt the same, 
cast itinto a bar or bars, or disks, of suitable and conve- 
nient size and form, to assay the same, and to stamp thereon 
the proportions in thousandths, of the precious metal con 
tained. And thereupon, the said assayer shall return to 
the said treasurer the bars or disks so melted and assayed, 
who shall deliver the same to the depositor thereof, or his 
Order. That the said treasurer is hereby empowered to | 
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appoint, with the approval of the Secretary ofthe Treasury, 
one clerk to aid bin int 


1¢ receipt and delivery of bullion, 
the preparation of accounts, and in such other duties as he 
may designate; also one weigher to weigh such bullion, 


and such watchmen and serv 
carrying On the business cer 
assayer shall have 


ints as may be necessary In 


And the said 


volved upon hum. 


vithority, with the approval of the Se« 
retary of the Treasury, to appoint an issistant, and also 
such subordinate workmen as may be necessary for melting 
and assaying such bullion: Provided, That the annual 


salary of sand assayer shall be $4,500, and that to the said 
clerk and assistant there shall be allowed such annual sal 
ary, not to exceed 23,000 
Treasury may a 
lowed, on like approval 
to the subordinate 


each, as the Secretary of 
the weigher there shall be al 
, a salary not to exceel 83,000; and 


workmen 


prove: to 


aud servants 


such wages as 
are customary and reasonable in their respective stations 
and occupations : .2nd provided further, Vhat the said treas 
urer and assayer, as well as the assistant assayer, clerk, 
and weigher, herein authorized, shall, before entering on 
their respective duties, take oath betore some judge of the 
United States, or of the State of California, for the faithful 
performance of their respective duties, and shall also give 
bond, with one or more sureties, to the satisfaction of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, and in such sums as he shall 


prescribe, conditioned for the ¢ 


faithiul performance thereof. 
‘That the general direction of t 


> operanons herein author 
ized shall be devolved upon the Director of the Mint, in 
subordination to the Secretary of the Treasury; and it shall 
be the duty of the said Director to prescribe such regulations 
and order such tests as shall be requisite toinsure the faith 
fulness and accuracy of the aforesaid officers in the per 
formance of their respective duties And that there is 


mori 
} 


hereby appropriated, out of the money heretofore appr: 

ated for the establishment of a Mint in California, so much 
as may be necessary forthe purposes of this act: P 
That no contract be made for the erection and establish 
ment of the said Mint until the further order of Congress: 
Ind provided further, That the lease of buildings herein au 
thorized shall not be tor a period of 


years.”? 


rovided, 


more than three 


The Senate concurs in the House amendment 
in the following words, viz: 

‘* And that the Secretary of the Treasury be, and he is 
hereby, authorized to pay to John McReynolds the sum 
$1,000 for expenses incurred by him in remov 


ZW materials 
for the construction of a light-house in the State of Mich 
igan, the Department having changed the site after said 


materials were delivered at the site first selected :”? 


To so much of the fifteenth amendment of the 
Senate as is embraced in the following section, viz: 


‘ind be it further enacted, That so much of 
the 2d section of the act inaking appropriation for the sup 
port of the Army for the year ending 30th of June, 1853, 
approved 3lst August, 1852, as provides that ‘no portions 
‘of the moneys appropriated by this act shall be applied to 
‘the payment of any expenses incurred prior to the first day 
‘ of July, 1852,’ be, and the same is hereby, repealed, so far 
as it relates to the appropriation for light-houses contained 
in said act, except as to the light-houses which hav: 
contracted for to be erected upon the Pacitic coast.’’ 


Sec. 4. 


That the Senate concur in the House amend- 
ment (with an amendment) of so much of the fif- 


teenth amendment of the Senate as is contained in 
the following section: 


‘‘ Sec. 7. .4nd be it further enacted, That when the gold 
er silver shall be cast or formed into bars, or ingots, or disks, 
no pieces as aforesaid shall be cast or formed of a 
weight than five ounces, unless they be of standard fine 

ness, and the charge tor casting, or forming, or refining said 
bars, ingots, or disks, shall not exceed the expense of exe 

cuting ; the operation to be regulated, from time to time, by 
the Secretary of the Treasury. And the Secretary of the 
Treasury is hereby authorized to regulate the size and de 

vices of the new silver coin authorized by an act entitled 


less 


‘An act amendatory of existing laws relative to the balf 


dullar, quarter dollar, dime, and half dime.’ ”’ 


House amendment to the above, in which the 
Senate concurs, viz: 

“ Strike out after the enacting clause down to and includ 
ing the word * Treasury,’ and insert: 

‘¢ That when gold or silver shall be cast into bars, or in 
gots, or formed into disks, at the Mint of the United States, 
or any of the branches thereof, the charge for refining, cast- 
ing, or forming said bars, ingots, or disks, shall be equal to 
but not exceed the actual cost of the operation, including 
labor, wastage, use of machinery, materials, etc., to be reg 
ulated, from time to time, by the Seeretary of the Treasury : 
Provided, Said charge shall not exceed one half of one per 
cent.”’ 

«© And add after the words ‘ half dime,’ at the end of sec- 
tion 7, the following: 

‘« Passed at the present session ; and that, to procure such 
devices, as also the models, moulds, and matrices or ori 
ginal dies for the coins, disks, or ingots authorized by said 
act, the Director of the Mint is empowered, with the ap 
proval of the Secretary of the Treasury, to engage tempo- 
rarily for that purpose the services of one or more artists, 
distinguished in their respective Departments, who shail 
be paid for such services from the contingent appropriation 
for the Mint; and that hereafter the three cent coin, now 
authorized by law, shall be made of the weight of three 
fiftieths of the weight of the half dollar, as provided in said 
act, and of the same standard of fineness.’’ 


Amendment of the Senate to the above amend- 
ment of the House, in which the House concurs, 
Viz: 

*< Insert after the words ‘or any of the branches thereof’ 

| the following: ‘ Or at any assay office of the United States.’ 


| Strike out the proviso, and add after the word ‘ fineness,’ 
the following : 


* And the said act entitled ‘ An act amendatory of exist- 
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‘ing laws relative to the half dollar, quarter dollar 
and balf dime,’ shall take effect and be in 
and after the first day of April, l5o. 
the contrary notwithstanding.’ 


Mr. SWEETSER. 
House to vote on the proposiuons separately . 

The SPEAKER. lt will not. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Ido not 
the report. It is such as we have been enabled to 
agree on, and as | 


. dime » 
e trom 


lierelin wo 


, anvihing 


Will it be in order for the 


propose to discuss 


y under- 
stood by the House, I call for the previous ques- 
tion on its adoption, 

Mr. TOOMBS. I 


previous question Will 


believe that it 18 tu 


hope that the call for the 
not be seconded, and that 
we will not, by unanimous consent, let 
carried before both Houses of Congress. 


Mr. DUNHAM. 


JOYS ve 


l do not know wi { the yen- 


tleman means by the remark he has made. | with 
draw the call for the previous question 

Mr. CLINGMAN., I rise to a question of 
order. No gentleman has the right to speak 


subject, while others 
ous of obtaining the floor. The gentleman h: 


made a speech already—a short one, it is 


twice on the same 


are desir- 
is 
true— 
recommending the adoption of the report, and he 
then demanded the previous question. 
right to speak again. 

The SPEAKER. The question 
taken, and the Chair decides the 
ed to the floor. 

Mr. TOOMBS made some ren 
tion to the report of the C 


He had no 


ris well 


renlieman is not 


of orde 


snitit 
rhilt 


irks in opposi- 


ommiuttee of Conference ® 


especially so far as that committee had yielded \y 


the Senate amendment proposing to divert the 
S300 000 ay propriated heretofore tor the erection 
of a Mintin California, to the purchase of ma- 
chinery there for the establishment of an assay 
office. | le denounced it as a measure not inte ded 
to subserve the interests of the people of California 


or the country, but to cover a job for 


Individuals, 


He therefore moved a disagreement to the re 


ti port 
of the Committee of Conference, and asked that 
another Committee of Conference be appomted on 
the part of the House: and expressed the hope 
that the rights and dignity of this House might 


thereby be better maintained. If not, 


4 he hoped 

that the House might vote down the bil 
Mr. DUNHAM. The remarks of the gentle- 
man from Georgia need some response my 
hands, and I propose to reply very briefly. If the 


committee have erred, I think that the gentleman 


might have found a different reason for it than that 
it was a committee appointed to s¢ the dig- 
nity and interests of this House. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 1 did not ay 

Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman went further, 
and said a little while ago that he anticipated that 
this thing was to be accomplished through a com- 
mittee of conference of this House. [ can only 
say for myself, and I presume the same is true of 
the other members of the committee, that | was 
appointed upon this committee by no solicitation 
upon my part. 

Mr. TOOMBS. I do not know who is on the 
committee, but | know for the last in 
Congress that these jobs have been covered by 
committees of conference. 
individuals at all. 

Mr. DUNHAM. It is well enough for the 
gentleman to talk about this as a job; but if he 
were elsewhere, if he were in the other end of the 
Capitol, he would hear a different story. He 
would hear this spoken of as a means of prevent- 
ing jobs. 


’ 
out 


80. 


wo years 


l have no reference to 


If, therefore, those who immediately 
represent California cannot agree as to the wants 
and interests of her citizens in this matter, how 
can you expect those who have no interest in her, 
except that general interest wii! erns the 
whole country, should understand exactly what 
is desired by them; and if therefore, we differ in 
rezard to the matter, cannot this difference be at- 
tributed to something else than a to 
sell out the rights and dignity of this House? Of 
the many numerous and important amendments 


1 
ch cone 


disposition 


to this bill which the House had rejected, there 
were but few of them which were acquiesced in 
by this Committee of Conference. I will venture 
the assertion that you have seldom had a Commit- 
tee of Conference from this House were 
compelled to act upon so many important matters 
as those contained in these 
the House has been recommended to 1 
their opposition to so few as is pre 
port. As I understand this matter, in making this 


who 


amendments where 


f irom 
nD ysed by this re- 
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report the Committee of Conference have in no- 
wise compromised the dignity or the rights of the 
House. They have in nowise forced upon the 
House legislation which ts in Opposition to its 
wishesor its judgment. We have proposed nothing 
but what is the result of our judgmentin this mat- 


ter. [tisin your power to acquiesce in this report or | 


reject it. We have made a simple proposition to 
you. We have simply recommended to the House 
to concur in such amendments as the Senate insist 
upon, and which we, after listening to the inform- 
ation given us by the Senate committee, thoucht 
the House might properly concurin. This I un- 
derstand to be the province of a committee of 
conference, Itis presumed that both bodies have 
intended to act right upon the information before 
them respectively; but as they differ in their con- 
clusions, it is presumed the one must have had 
reasons and information which the other does not 
possess. They meet in conference that the in- 
formation and reasons of both may be brought 
together and compared, that it may be ascertained 
which is right. If each is to doggedly maintain 
Its position, committees of conference would be 
not only useless but ridiculous. It is notin reason 
to expect that one should concede everything and 
the other nothing. J ask gentlemen to call to 
mind that while you have listened to the reading 
of such amendments as were conceded by us, you 
have heard none of those which we refused to 
concede and which were conceded to us. Look 
at this report as a whole,as well what is proposed 
tahe yielded by the Senate as what by the House, 
and seek to do justice to the committee in this 
matter, 

Now, one word in reference to this assay office 
in California. [ understood—and probably my 
information upon this subject is as good as that 
of the gentleman from Georgia [Mr. Toomps]— 
that this propositionto build a Mintin California, 
which has stood upon your statate-books for nearly 
two years, has received no bid which has been 
accepted; no bid which is thought sufficient to 
erect a suitable building and purchase suitable 
machinery for the purpose, or which would ac- 
complish the object of the law. 

Mr. MARSHALL. Youdo not mean to state 
either of these two facts which you are stating; 
either that the law has been passed two years, or 
that there are no bids; becauseif you do, you state 
two facts which are utterly false, and, asit seems 
to me, must be so within your own personal | 


knowledge. I hope you do not mean to state | 
them ao. 


Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman's remark is | 
covered with an innuendo, but it certainly is not a | 
proper one, underany circumstances. This is all | 
i have to say in regard to it at this time. I will | 
state to the House what my information is in re- | 
gard to this mutter, The Mint bill passed at the 
last session of Congress. It is quite probable that 
under the excitement of a hasty debate, | may | 
have erred in stating the date. In reference to the | 
other matter the gentleman says that there are 
bids for the erection of the Mint. What was my 
statement? [did not say that there had been no | 
bids. Gentlemen who surround me will remem- 
ber whether [I made that statement. I said that 
there were no bids proposing to erect such an 
establishment as it was thought by those having | 
the matter in charge was proper to be erected. | 
There is a wide difference between the two propo- | 
sitions. The officer having the matterin charge 
has said, as | am informed, that upon the build- 
ing proposed to be erected there would be an ab- 
solute waste of the $300,000 appropriated. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Who was the officer who had | 
it in charge? 

Mr. DUNHAM. It is under thecontrol of the | 
Treasury Department. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Does the gentleman say that 
the officer having it in charge is of that opinion? 

Mr. DUNHAM. My opinion is that the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, who has it in charge, has 
not accepted the propositions which have been 
made to erect a Mint in California, beeause he be- | 
lieved that it would be a useless expenditure of that 
$300,000 which you have appropriated, and to 
which you have expressly limited the expenditure, 
because that sum will not erect a building such as 
ought te be erected for the purpose. 

Mr. TOOMBS. [ think the gentleman is in 
error there. I know that is not the opinion of the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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Mr. DUNHAM. I mean no disparagement to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, bat | have my in- 
formation from gentlemen who, as far as my 
knowledge extends, are as accurate as he is, and 
whose means of acquiring the information which 
1 have thus detailed | am sure are as great as 
his. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Lam sorry they are not more 
accurate in their statements, for | know the fact 
that an adequate building for this purpose can, in 
the opinion of the Secretary of the Treasury, be 
erected for less than $200,000. 

Mr. DUNHAM. 1 should like to ask the gen- 
tleman if he states that from his own knowledge? 

Mr. TOOMBS. | state it as a fact. 

Mr. DUNHAM. Well, the House can decide 
whether they are willing to rely on the knowledge 
of the gentleman from Georgia as to the erection 
of a building in California and the purchase of the 
machinery necessary there, or upon the knowl- 
edge of officers in the Department. The gentle- 
man from Georgia may be as widely mistaken in 
his facts as others. 1 did not know that the gentle- 
man had undertaken to make estimates as to the 
building to be erected in California. I did not 
know that he had examined into the details of the 
machinery necessary to carry on the Mint. 

Mr. TOOMBS. It seems to me that the gentle- 
man cannot even report me aright. I stated that 
the Secretary of the Treasury said he could erect 


$300,000. 
correctly two minutes after I have done speaking. 

Mr. DUNHAM. The gentleman cannot state 
himself correctly, for he makes a different state- 
ment each time. 

Mr. TOOMBS. 
me. 

Mr. DUNHAM. That is my misfortune. But | 
the gentleman has given us his authority—the Sec- | 
retary of the Treasury. Now, if the gentleman 
knows anything of the management of the Treas- 
ury Department, he knows that Thomas Corwin, 
as principal Secretary of the Treasury, does not | 
have the immediate control and superintendence | 
of these matters. ‘They are matters which come | 
peculiarly within the province of the Assistant | 
Secretary, and from my knowledge of the man- 
agement of the Treasury Department during the 
last two years, | would much prefer to take the 
statement of the Assistant Secretary, Mr. Hodge, 
than the statement of Thomas Corwin himself, 
and especially when it is backed up by the fact 
that notwithstanding that the law authorizing the 
erection of this building, in case it could be done 
for $300,000, has been in existence the greater part | 
of a year, up to this time bids have never been ac- | 
cepted, and a contract has never been made. If, 
then, the Secretary of the Treasury has stated 
what the gentleman from Georgia has repeated 
here to-night, | say that the Secretary of the 
Treasury ought to be impeached for his neglect of 
duty in this matter. Nearly a year ago we passed 
a law, under a pressing emergency, as it was rep- 
resented here, for the establishment of a Mint in 
California, and the gentleman from California, and 
the gentieman from Georgia, tell us that there are 
bids in the Treasury Department for the erection 
of that Mint, and yet up to this time the Secretary 
of the Treasury has not completed a contract— 
has not even accepted bids. 

Now, sir, take this statement which [ make, 
that $300,000 is not sufficient for the erection of a 
suitable building, and the purchase of the expen- 
sive machinery necessary fora Mint in California, 
backed up by the fact that the Secretary of the 
Treasury, during all this time, has not made a | 
contract; and I leave it to the members of this 
House to say whether they will take my assertion | 
as to the truth of this matter, or that of the gen- | 
tleman from Georgia. Sir, | have no interest in 
this question one way or the other. I care noth- | 
ing aboutit. I have spoken thus far merely for | 

| 


| 
I did not. 


the purpose of justifying the course which I took 
in the Committee of Conference. 

Mr. MEADE. I wish to ask the gentleman 
from Indiana whether any reason was given in the 
Committee of Conference why this purchase of 
machinery was limited to San Francisco instead 


of authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury to || 


purchase it? 

Mr. DUNHAM. Ido not understand that the 
amendment makes it positively obligatory upon 
hima to purchase it in San Francisco. 


| 
| 


OBE. 


You misunderstood || 


|| to reconsider. 
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| Mr. MEADE. It authorizes th2> purchase 
there, and nowhere else. 

Mr. DUNHAM. As [understand the amend. 
ment, it simply provides that the building shall be 
in San Francisco; that the assay office shall be 

| confined in its locality to San Francisco, and the 
Secretary of the Treasury is authorized to pur- 
chase the necessary machinery. It does not say 
that he shall purchase machinery which is now 
actually in San Francisco. He may purchase it 
elsewhere and contract for it to be delivered there. 
The Treasury is amply guarded in that respect. 

Now, one word in reference to the $300,000, 
The gentleman from Georgia says that it will be 
squandered in renting a building, purchasing ma- 
chinery, and establishing an assay office, before 

| Congress can puta stop to it next session. Now, 
if you cannot purchase the necessary machinery 

| and put an assay office into operation without 

| squandering $300,000, will the gentleman tell me 
how, for thatsum, you can erect the suitable build- 
ing which the law requires, and in addition bay 
the much more expensive machinery necessary to 
put in operation, not an assay office, but a Mint 
in California? The law expressly requires that 
the building shall be suitable. 

Now, sir, | have said all that I propose to say, 
and I am sorry that I have been compelled, in jus- 


tice to myself, to take up so much of the time of - 


) || the House. 
a building that would answer all the purposes, for || 


The gentleman cannot even state me | 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I desire to call 
the attention of the House to the fact that we are 
consuming time in useless discussion, and that it 
is of no possible use to appoint committees of con- 
ference unless some regard is to be paid to their 
recommendations. I desire also to call the atten- 
tion of the Democrats of this House to the fact 
| that they will be held responsible for an extra ses- 
| sion, unless by prompt and nervous action here, 
| they force through the business of the session. 
| Sir, to-morrow is the last day we have got. It 

is now past nine o’clock, and we are not going to 
and shall notsit hereall night. I know the House 
| will never consent to that. I invoke gentlemen, 
then, to make up their minds upon this question, 
that we may act upon it without further delay, 
| and with that view I demand the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I hope that I shall be 
allowed to say a few words upon this subject. [ 
do not want to makea speech, and I will renew 

| the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I cannot withdraw the de- 
mand for the previous question. 

The previous question received a second, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The question now was on agreeing to the report 
of the Committee of Conference. 

Mr. STUART. I cali for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. Harr, and 
Jonunson of Arkansas, were appointed. 

The question was then put, and the tellers re- 
ported—ayes 48, noes 91. 

So the report of the Committee of Conference 
was not agreed to. 
| Mr. NABERS. I rise to a privileged question. 

I move to reconsider the vote by which the House 
has just refused to concur in the report of the 
Committee of Conference. 

Mr. DEAN. I move to lay that motion upon 
the table. 

Mr. NABERS. The gentleman cannot make 
that motion. I have not yielded the floor yet. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. Did the gentleman 
from Mississippi vote with the majority ? 

Mr. NABERS. Yes, sir, I did. 

| Mr. LETCHER. Did the gentleman vote 
| against his own report? 

“Mr. NABERS. I voted with the majority with 
/a view of making the motion which I now make, 
I am in favor of agreeing to the 
report of the Committee of Conference. 
| Mr. LETCHER. Did notthe gentleman vote 

to concur in his own report? 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The gentleman states 
that he voted in the negative, with the majority. 

| Mr. LETCHER. wantto know if the gen- 
| tleman did not vote upon both sides, and whether 
| he was not counted upon both sides? 

Mr. NABERS. No, sir, I was not. 

| Mr. CLINGMAN. I rise to a question of or- 


| 


der. The previous question was ordered upon the 
report, and under the decisions of the Speaker, the 
motion to reconsider is not debatable. 
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The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair will state 
that the previous question was exhausted when 
ote was taken on the report of the Committee 

af Conference. 

“Mr. CLINGMAN. TheSpeaker, both at this 

-sion and at the last session, has regularly de- 

ted that when you move in such a case as this 
+ reconsider, you are in the same condition as 
you were before—under the operation of the pre- 
vious question—and that the motion to reconsider 
cannot be debated. 

The SPEAKER protem. The gentleman from 
North Carolina is mistaken, according to the rec- 
ollection of the Chair. ‘The uniform practice has 
been that when the motion upon which the previ- 
ous question had been called had been disposed 
of, the previous question had exhausted itself. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Until the present Con- 
cress, that course has been pursued; but during 
the present Congress, the practice has uniformly 
been as I have stated. 

Mr. FITCH. The gentleman from North Car- 
olina, I think, is certainly mistaken. During the 
whole Congress, in every case which has come 
up when a motion has been made to reconsider, 
the Speaker has decided that motion to be debat- 

} 

avie. 
Mr. LETCHER. I insist upon my point of 
order, and I ask the Chair to decide it. If the 
ventleman from Mississippi [Mr. Nasers] voted 
upon both sides, I submit that he cannot make the 
motion to reconsider. 

A Member. The practice has universally been 
to allow any member to move a reconsideration 
of a vote upon which the yeas and nays were not 
taken. 

Mr. LETCHER. The confusion was so great 
that | believe many gentlemen did not know upon 
which side they were voting; but I insist that if 
the gentleman from Mississippi voted in the mi- 
nority, he has no right to move to reconsider. 

Mr. ORR. LTean relieve the gentleman from 
Virginia [Mr. Letcuer] from all doubt upon this 
subject. The gentleman from Mississippi did 
vote in the affirmative, but when he found that the 
report of the Committee of Conference was not 
likely to be concurred in, he went to the tellers 
and changed his vote—as he had a perfect right to 
do—in order to give him an opportunity to move 
a reconsideration. 

Mr. LETCHER. With that statement of facts 


Iam satisfied, and will withdraw my question of 
order. 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I desire to present another 
question of order. The gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr. Toomss] made a motion—which I think 
was recognized by the Chair—to disagree to the 
report of this committee, and appoint another 
committee of conference. The previous question 
has certainly not exhausted itself upon that. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair recollects 
the motion of the gentleman from Georgia, but 
thinks it was not to disagree and appoint another 
committee of conference. 

Mr. TOOMBS. Yes, sir; that was my motion. 
I moved to disagree with the report and appoint 
another committee of conference. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. That was not the 
motion upon which the committee voted. The 
Chair distinctly announced the question to be upon 
concurring in the report of the committee of con- 
ference, and that was the motion upon which the 
House voted. 

Mr. TOOMBS. That was not my motion. I 
rose and made the motion distinctly—which I sup- 
posed to be in order—to disagree and appoint an- 
other committee. 

The SPEAKER pro tem. The Chair decides 
that the motion of the gentleman could not be 
made. It would not bein order to entertain a mo- 
tion to appoint another committee of conference 


until the report of the first committee had been 


disposed of. 
Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. 
Chair is certainly mistaken in that. 
The SPEAKER pro tem. After the committee 
had disagreed to the report of the first committee, 


Oh, no. The 


it would be in order to move to appoint another | 
The Chair decides the 


committee, but not before. Chair dec 
motion of the gentleman from Mississippi to be in 


order, and he further decides that the motion is | 


debatable. The gentleman from Mississippi there- 
fore will proceed. 


Mr. NABERS. Mr. Speaker, 


| journ? 


I have made this 


a —————— 
motion to reconsider because, under precisety sim- Mr. CARTTER. I certain 


ilar circumstances, I have seen the motion made 


egain and again, since I have been a member of 
this House; and it 


is not, therefore, an unprece- 
dented motion. 


I think, therefore, I am correct in 
saying that, in making this motion I have not 
committed the slightest breach upon the ordinary 


mode of procedure in this House, and I think gen- | 


tlemen may well spare their excessive anxiety with 
regard to the propriety and regularity of the pro- 
ceeding. In relation to this matter of a change of 
vote, who does not know that it is done again and 
again upon this floor? Why, sir, I do not think 
I have seen a vote taken by yeas and nays during 
the present Congress, when some member did not 
get up and change his vote before the final result 
was announced. What, therefore, is there strange 
or unprecedented in this? Nothing. 

sut, sir, 1 should not have made this motion— 
for | have no desire upon the face of the earth to 
say a word—but for the fact that having been 
placed upon this Committee of Conference upon 
the part of the House, I felt it due to myself, and 
to my colleagues upon that committee, to say some- 
thing in vindication of our action in relation to this 
report, which has just been rejected by this House. 
Upon this account | somewhat regretted that my 
friend from Arkansas [Mr. Jounson] called the 
previous question upon the motion to concur in the 
report of the committee quite so soon as he did; 
though if he had known that [ desired to say any- 
thing upon that motion, he would have stayed here 
all night before he would have made it. There is 
no doubt about it at all. [Laughter.] But there are 
other reasons why I did not desire to speak upon 
the present oceasion. I have been exceedingly 
unwell for three or four days; so much so that I 
have been able to be in my seat only a limited 
portion of the time. 

Sir, what were the circumstances under which 
the Committee of Conference were appointed ? and 
what were the duties incumbent upon that com- 
mittee? Here we are almost at the very last hour 
of this session of Congress. Here are multitudes 
of important bills undisposed of; and do you sup- 
pose that three modest gentlemen like myself [a 
laugh] and my colleagues upon this committee 
should be able to control, in every case, the action 
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of the committee upon the part of the Senate? [I | 


am sure not a gentleman upon this floor would for 
a moment think of suchathing. Sir, the thing is 
unheard of. The very object of, and understand- 
ing in, appointing a Committee of Conference is, 
that the House shall cede some things, and the 
Senate cede some things, and thusarrive at a har- 
monious conclusion. The object is to arrive at 
some practical result in transacting the business of 
the country. 

It was very properly observed by the gentleman 
from Indiana, [Mr. Dunfam,] that in the result of 
this Committee of Conference, the House has 
receded from as few of its amendments and dis- 
agreements as perhaps was ever observed in any 
similar case. 

A word now in regard to the measure which 
has constituted the origin of this difficulty—I mean 
this assay office in California, for it is upon that 
the gentleman has based his own remarks, and 
upon which this discussion has arisen; what are 
the facts in relation to this matter? My infor- 
mation is that the members in this branch of Con- 
gress from the State of California oppose this 
assay Office, and in the other branch one Senator 
opposes and the other favors it. It will be re- 
membered that the chairman of the Committee 
on Finance of the Senate was also a member of 
this Committee of Conference, and I learned that 
this plan for an assay office was not the plan 
specially brought forward by interested parties in 
California, but it was the plan of the chairman of 
the Committee on Finance, [Mr. Hunrer,] and 
I therefore take it to be a good plan, for he is a 
gentleraan who has investigated fully such ques- 
tions. Ina matter like this I willingly defer to his 
judgment, for his investigation into these matters 
gives him the right to know infinitely better than 
Ido. Well, sir, suppose we have not a Govern- 
ment assay office in San Francisco, California, 
what do you propose to do for the miners there ? 


Mr. CARTTER. I ask the gentleman if he 


will zive way for a motion that the House ad- | 


Mr. NABERS. 
be entitled to the floor to-morrow. 


I have no objection if I shall | 


1055 


ily do not wish to 
deprive the gentieman of the floor. I inquire of 
the Speaker if the gentleman will not be ented 


to the floor to-morrow if the House should now 
adjourn ? 


‘The SPEAKER pro tem. 
ion of the Chair. 

Mr. CARTTER. Will the gentleman 
give way for a motion to adjourn? 

Mr. NABERS. I will if it is the wish of the 
House. 

{Loud cries of ‘*‘ No!’’ 
journ.”’ 

Mr. NABERS. Very well, I prefer to go on, 
and so far as | am concerned, | am willing to sit 
all night if we ean place the business of the House 
in a better condition. I desire to come to some 
agreement in relation to this report of the Com- 
mittee of Conference. Sir, I desire that the busi- 
ness of this House and of this Congress shall not 
remain in such a condition at the close of the 
present session as shall force upon the incoming 
Administration the necessity of calling an extra 
session of Congress. I desire very earnestly to 
avoid that, and gentlemen must see that if we ad- 
journ leaving everything in an unsettled condition, 
so far as the necessary legislation for the session 
is concerned, the necessities of the country would 
compel the President elect to call an extra session. 
Extra sessions are always disastrous to the party 
calling them; and I therefore wish to avoid any- 
thing of the sort. : 

But I was proceeding to say something vpon 
the subject of this assay office in California. 
The establishment of that assay office according 
to the plan proposed in this bill must, in my judg- 
ment, operate beneficially to the miners of that 
region of country. I think it provides that the 
gold shall be assayed for the actua! cost to the 
individual owning the gold, and it will have the 
effect of saving the miners from the 
exactions spoken of yesterday by the gentieman 
from California, [Mr. Marsnarr.] Sir, we need 
this assay office there for the reason that there are 
private assay offices there now which are in oper- 
ation, and which charge the miners and the own- 
ers of the gold from one and a half to two—and I 
presume sometimes as high as two and a haif— 
per cent. for assaying the gold. 

Mr. McCORKLE. Not so high as that. 

Mr. NABERS. Well, sir, | understand they 
charge from one and a half to two and a half per 
cent., and with this fact staring him in the face, 
can any gentleman upon this floor say that an as- 
say office established by the Government of the 
United States, which should assay the gold for the 
actual cost, would not operate beneficially to the 
miners? It seems to me ever y one must arrive at 
that result. 

Sir, there are various other considerations which 
I might adduce, if my time and the condition of 
my health would allow, which induced the Com- 
mittee of Conference to agree to that amendment 
of the Senate. But I do not desire to go intoa 
discussion of the other branches of this report, and 
with these remarks will yield the floor. 

Mr. STUART. Mr. Speaker, | was in favor 
of concurring in the report of thie Committee of 
Conference when it first came up; but three House 
has settled that question by a very decisive major- 
ity, and we are new in this condition: The House 
has come out of the Committee of the Whole in- 
formally, and you eannot make up the record as 
it now stands. Unless you go back into commit- 
tee again at some point the Journal cannot be made 
up. So far as the Journal is concerned, we are 
now in the Committee of the Whole on the atate of 
the Union. The House has determined by a large 
majority to have another committee of conference 
at the risk of losing this bill. I move that the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I ask the gentleman if he 
will not withdraw that motion, and let us go back 
into committee. 

[Cries of ** Question !”’ “ Question !”*] 

Mr. STUART. I want this motion to recon- 
sider to be disposed of now, and that another com- 
mittee be appointed. 

Mr. ORR. If the motion of the gentleman from 
Michigan is agreed to, and the motion to recen- 
sider laid upon the table, will it not also earry 
the bill with it to the table? 


The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that it 


He will, in the opin- 


then 


“ No!” 


* Do not ad- 


exorbitant 


|| will not. 
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Mr. ORR. 
motion, 

The question was then taken and the motion to 
laid upon the table. 

I now move to appoint another 
It is according to par- 
sage,and | will not detain the House 
I will say to gentlemen that 
all this terror of driving the incoming Administra- 
tron to 


Then I have no objection to the 


reconsider Was 
Mr. TOOMBS 

committee of conference, 

liamentary u 


five minutes upon itt. 


calling an extra session of Congress, is 
utterly erroneous. We ought to have sound le- 

slation, and | believe when necessary to accom- 
plish that object, an extra session Is legitimate and 
proper. Sir, 1 will give millious for proper legis- 
lation, but not one cent for jobs. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Geor- 
ria moves that another committee of conference 
be appointed upon the disagreeing votes of the two 
[iouses upon the deficiency bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 move the previous ques- 
tion upon that motion. 

‘The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

‘The main question being, ‘‘ Shall another com- 
mittee of conference be appointed ?”’ it was put 
and decided in the affirmative. 

fhe Spraker thereupon appointed Messrs. 
Toomss, Woopwarp, and MarsHa.t, as the com- 
mittee on the part of the House. 


ARMY BILL. 
Mr. PHELPS. I desire to make a report from 
the Liouse Committee of Conference upon the dis- 


agreeing votes of ‘the two Houses upon the Army 


appropriation bil 


| i 

Mr. STUA ’ ‘The House is in committee 
yet, as che conmittes has not risen,and there has 
been no report ol the chairman of the committee 


The SPEAKER, (Mr. 
inthe chair.) It is true that no report has been 
made The committee agreed to rise informally. 
The Chair admits that, to his knowledge, that 
was never done before, but it was done by the 
tion of the chairman, and no objection was 


Jones, of Tennessee, 


Phe report of the Committee of Conference was 


then read, as follows: 

rhe Committee of Conference on the disagreeing votes 
oft two Houses on the bill (I. R. No, 336) making ap 
propriattons tor the support of the Army for the year ending 
the 40th of June, 1854, have met, and after full and free 
conference, have agreed to recommend, and do recommend, 
to the respective Houses as follows 

1 the louse of Representatives recede from its dis 


agreement to the Lath, loth, 
the Senate 
Thatt 


Jist, and 32d amendments of 


» Senate recede from their 16th, 18th, 19th, 23d, 
7th, 29th, 30th, 33d, Sith, 40th, 42d, and 45th 


amendment 
Mhat the House of Representatives recede from its 
fQivendment to the 27th amendment of the Senate. 


Chat the Senate concur in the amendment of the House 
to the Ist amendment. 


That the Senate concur inthe amendment of the House 
to their 22d amendment. 

Mr. PHELPS. I call the previous question 
upon the adoption of the report. 

ihe previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; which main ques- 
tion being, ** Shall the report of the Committee of 
Conference be concurred in ?’’ it was put, and de- 
cided in the affirmative. 

So the report was agreed to. 


The following is the digest of the above report 
of the Committee of Conference: 

\mendments of the Senate, from a disagreement 
to which the House recede: 

Fourteenth amendment. The Senate struck out 
the words ‘* sixty-five’? and inserted ‘ one hun- 
dred,”’ in the following paragraph of the original 
bill: 

‘ For ordnance, ordnance stores and supplies, 865,000.” 


lifleenth Senate amendment, from a disagree- 
ment to which the House recedes: 

The Senate struck out “ twenty-eight thousand 
nine hundred and fifty’’ and inserted in lieu there- 
of ‘* forty-three thousand five hundred,” in the 
following clause to the or iginal bill: 


** Por repairs and improvements and new machinery at 
Harper’s Ferry, 828,950."" 

Thirty-first amendment of the Senate, inserting 
the following section, to which the House dis- 
agreed: 

‘Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the seventh section of the act approved August 31, 1859, 
entitled ‘ An act making appropriations for the support of 
the Army for the year ending 30th day of June, 1853,’ shall 


be construed to extend to all persons who were engaged as 
receivers oj military contributions in Mexico or Calitornia 
during the war wiih Mexico.” 

The House recedes from its disagreement to 
that section. 

Thirty-second amendment of the Senate, insert- 
ing the following section, to which the House dis- 
agreed: 


‘Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the first section of the act entitled * An act making ap- 


propriavions for the support of the Army tor the vear end 
ing the 30ih of June, 1851,’ approved September 28, 1850 
granting extra pay to the officers and enlisted men of the 


Army serving In Oregon and Cal 
otheers and men ot the 


fornia, be extended to the 
two companies of regimentof 
mounted riflemen that garrisoned the postof Fort Laramie, 
Oregon route, during the time they occupied said post; and 
the amount which may be found due them under this act 
shall be paid out of any moneys in the Treasury not other- 
Wise appropriated.”’ 


The House recedes from its disagreement to 
that section. 


Senate amendments from which the Senate re- 
cede 
Sixteenth amendment of the Senate: 
** Add to the following clause: 
“Fer repairs and improvements and new machinery at 
Harper’s Ferry, 344,500.”” 
ihe folhowing words: 
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\nd that the amount received from the late and future | 


sales of Government land pertaining to Harper’s Ferry 
armory may be carried to the same appropriation, and ap 
pli d to similar objects, under the direction of the Secretary 
of War, including the improvements ofthe streets and high- 
ways, in use for armory 


purpose s.?? 
The Senate recedes from this amendment. 
Eighteenth amendment of the Senate: 


‘Strike out * forty-one thousand and seventy-one’ and 
insert ‘ fifty-eight thousand one hundred and forty-four,’ in 
the following paragraph : 

‘For arsenals, forty one thousand and seventy-one dol- 
lars; and that the Secretary of War be, and he is hereby, 
authorized to abolish such of the arsenals of the United 
States as in bis judgment may be useless or unnecessary.”’ 


The Senate recedes from this amendment. 
Nineteenth amendment of the Senate: 


** After the word ‘ abolish’ in the above paragraph, insert 
the words ‘or transfer.’ ”’ 


amendment. 


Twenty-th urd, twenty-fourth, and twenty-fifth 
amendments of the Senate: 

** After the f 

For fuel and quarters and for mileage or transportation 
for officers and enlisted men of the Army serving on the 
Coast Survey, in cases no longer provided for by the Quar- 
termaster’s Department, $10,000 5 

** Tnsert the following: 

“For preservation of public property and contingencies 
of western river improvements, and for commutation of 
transportation of baggage and of quarters and fuel of offi- 
cers, the payment of which 1s no longer made by the Quar- 
termaster’s Department, and for allowances to meet extra 
expenses under the special direction of the Secretary of 
War, $20,000. 

‘For repairs and preservation of public property and 
contingencies of lake harbors, and for commutation of 
transportation of baggage, and of quarters and fuel of offi- 

ers, the payment of which is no longer made by the Quar 
termaster’s Department, and for allowances to meet extra 
expenses under the special direction of the Secretary of 
War, 810,000, 

‘* Repairs, preservation, and contingencies of river and 
harbor improvements on the Atlantic and Gulf coasts, in 
charge of the Engineer Department, and to meet charges 
for transportation of officers, and for fuel and quarters, the 
payment of which is no longer made by the Quartermaster’s 
Departinent, and for extra allowances to meet extra ex- 
penses under the special direction of the Secretary of War, 
$15,000. 


The Senate recedes from this 


following clause, viz: 


The Senate recedes from these amendments. 
Twenty-seventh amendment of the Senate: 


Add the following section: 

“Sec. 4. sind be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the act of Congress, passed March "3, IS19, enutied* An 
act authorizing the sale of certain military sites,’ be, and 
the same are hereby extended to all military sites acquired 
since the passage of the said act.’”’ 


The Senate recedes from this amendment. 


Twenty-ninth amendment of the Senate: 
** Add the following section: 

“Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That the accounting 
Officers of the Treasury be authorized in settling the ac- 
counts of Captain Leslie Chase, Captain 8S. M. Plummer, 
Captain Schuyler Hamilton, and Lieutenant J. H. Whip- 
ple, to pass to their credit all expenditures by them made 
for objects authorized by law, outof appropriations not ap- 
plicable thereto; provided, that such expenditures be ap- 
proved by the Secretary of War.” 


The Senate recedes from this amendment. 


Thirtieth amendment of the Senate: 


‘ Add the following section : 


“Sec. 7. dnd he it further enacted, 


That additional ra- 


tions shall hereafter be allowed to the commissioned officers | 
|} of engineers when in command of separate and fixed, or 


_ March Q, 


permanent posts ; provided, that the commandant of no Dost 
shall be entitied to receive such additional rations, 


the same be de ssignated by the Secretary of War as a do 
ration post.’ 


unless 


( ubl e 


The Senate recedes from this amendment. 


Thirty-third amendment of the Senate: 
**Add the following section: 

‘ec. 10. and he it further enacted, Thatitshall bey 
duty of the Secretary of War, under such regulations ag } 
may prescribe, to cause to be examined, and testi: noOonY to 
be taken, in all claims ag — the United States for carry 
ing on the governmentin California in the years 1846 ind 
Is47, under Commodore R. F. Stockton, Brigadier Gene; 
S. W. Kearny, and Lieutenant Colonel John C. Prénoy: 
also for spoliations, and for property furnished or taken fo 
military purposes in California within that period, ana 
which have not been favorably reported upon by the Board 
of Commissioners appointed under the sixth section of phy 
actmaking appropriaiions for the support of the Army, ap 
proved 3ist of August, 1852, and to report thereupon to 
Congress at its next session; and that tor the purpose of 
carrying this provision into effect, the sum of $10,000 be 
and the same is hereby, appropriated out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated.’ 


The Senate recede from this amendment. 


‘ 


Twenty-fourth amendment of the Senate: 


** Insert the following: 

Sec. 10. nd be it further enacted, That, for the pay- 
ment of claimants against the United States for funds ad 

vanced, and subsistence and supplies of all kinds furnished 
or ake nfor the use of the command of Captain John C, 
ae mont, whilst he was engaged in the public service in 

falitornia during the year 1846, as favor: ably reported upon 
7 the Board of Commissioners appointed under the sixt 
section of the act making appropriations for the caer of 
the Army, approved August 31, 1852, the sum of 831.017 





is hereby appropriated out of any money in the ‘Tre -ASUTY 
not otherwise appropriated, and that the troops enlisted or 
enrolled in California, under the direction of the militar 
and naval officers, shall have all the benefits of all acts 


of Congress in favor of troops engaged in the war with 
Mexieo.”? 


The Senate recedes from this amendment. 


Fortieth amendment of the 

** Insert the following: 

“Sec. 17. Qnd beit further enacted, That, in making 
such explorations and surveys, the engineers and other per 
sons employed under the authority of this act may be di- 
rected to actin concert with any engineers employed by any 
individual or individuals, association or associations, for the 
same general objeet; and the Secretary of War is hereby 
authorized and required to receive proposals from individ- 
uals orassociations, for the construction of a railroad be 
tween the valley of the Mississippi and the Pacifie ocean, 
and lay the same before Congress at the next session.” 


The Senate recedes from this amendment. 


Senate: 


Forty-second amendment of the Senate: 

*‘ Tnsert the following: 

“ Sec. 19. 4nd be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States is hereby authorized to enter into con 
tracts with such person or persons as shall make the most 
favorable proposals, and give the most satisfactory assurance 
and security tor defending and protecting the emigrant 
routes, and improving and keeping in good condition the 
roads through the Territories of the United States from the 
western border of the States in the Mississippi valley to the 
eastern border of California, and to the Pacific ocean in the 
Territory of Oregon, on the following terms: 

* First. The contractors are to establish posts and station- 
houses along the route at such points and distances as the 
President shall designate, and shall keep at least twenty 
well-armed men at each of said posts to protect all emi- 
grants, travelers, and settlers, on and along said routes. 

** Second. The said contractors shall make and keep in 
repair a good wagon-road along each of said routes, with 
bridges or ferries across all the streams, and shall charge no 
higher rates for crossing said streams than slhiall be pre- 
scribed by the President. 

‘© Third. In consideration of the services required by this 
section, the President is hereby authorized to grant to such 
contractors four sections of land at, and in the vicinity of, 
each of said posts, which said grant of land shall be in full 
of all services rendered, or expenses incurred under this 
section.”’ 


The Senate recedes from this amendment. 


Forty-fifth amendment of the Senate: 

** Add the following: 

*¢ And whereas a discovery has been made, and is now 
in practice, whereby the human body can be rendered 
safely insensible to pain in dental, surgical, and obstetrical 
operations, by the use of what are commonly called anes- 
thetic agents, and the Government of the United States has 
been and is in the enjoyment of said discovery in the mili- 
tary and naval service ; and whereas it is established that 
the discovery was made by some one of the persons fol- 
lowing, to wit: William T. G. Morton, Charies T. Jack- 
son, each of Boston, and Horace Wells, of Hartford, de- 
ceased ; but itdoes not appear to the satisfaction of Congress 
which of those parties was the original, true, and first dis- 
coverer thereof; and whereas Congress is willing to pro- 
vide a recompense for such discovery when ascertained : 
Therefore— 

Sec. 22. Be it further enacted, That the sum of $109,000 
be, and the same is hereby appropriated, out of any money 
in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be paid by 
the Secretary of the Treasury as hereinatter provided, as a 
recompense for said discovery and the use and benefit 
thereot by the Government and people of the United States. 

Sec. 23. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the 
duty of the district attorney of the United States for the 
northern district of New York, within a reasonable time 
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